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THE FUTURE OF URBAN WATER: SOLUTIONS 
FOR LIVABLE AND RESILIENT CITIES 

OBJECTIVES

The aim of this conference is to share knowledge on recent advances in urban water 
management, and to catalyse change towards more livable and resilient cities – The 
“City of the Future”.
 
Increasing global change pressures, escalating costs and other risks inherent to 
conventional urban water management are causing cities to face ever increasing 
difficulties in efficiently managing scarcer and less reliable water resources. In order to 
meet these challenges there is a need for a paradigm shift in water management. Over 
the past 5 years major international initiatives such as the SWITCH project, UNESCO-
IHP’s  Urban Water Programme and IWA’s Cities of the Future Programme, have 
brought together a global consortium from the fields of academic, urban planning, 
water utility and consulting interests.
 

This conference will provide a platform for academics, public and private sector 
practitioners from both developed and developing countries to generate and exchange 
knowledge and understanding of the concepts, strategies, policies and technologies 
that contribute to sustainable urban  water management. In addition the conference 
will support society, urban water actors, and policy makers with independent and 
scientifically based expert advice.

THEMES

Decision Support Tools: The latest developments in decision support that will assist 
professionals and stakeholders to scope future options for integrated urban water 
management will be presented. 

Natural Systems for Treatment: The focus will be on the great potential natural 
treatment systems hold for the city of the future. It will highlight soil/aquifer-based 
and vegetation-based systems that are low-cost, sustainable and robust solutions to 
reduce stresses on water resources

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems: The focus will be on the innovative aspects 
of SUDS and will include assessment impacts of flooding in the urban environment 
and integration in the urban water cycle. Resilient and flexible SUDS technologies to 
plan for an uncertain future will also be addressed. 

Water Resource Recovery and Reuse: Presentations will focus on the potential 
to minimize impacts and maximize reuse and recovery of resources from wastewater 
within the city of the future. These technologies will help avoid environmental pollution 
by enabling the nutrient recovery and preserving water for other uses. 

For more information about the event visit:

www.switchurbanwater.eu



DATE PROGRAMME

Mon 
Jan 24

9:00 Welcome and Conference Kick-off

10:30 Decision Support Tools

Topics: Systematic view of organizing information, 
reporting tool for handling dynamic knowledge, urban 
scoping model for flow, quality, energy and cost 
assessments, generalisation of topographical resolutions 
for 2D urban flood modeling, flexible urban water 
distribution systems, paradigm shift  in the water pollution 
control 

15:00 Session: Natural Systems for Treatment

Topics: Natural systems in urban water management, 
multiple objective treatment aspects of bank filtration, 
greenhouse gas emissions from natural wastewater 
treatment systems, river restoration

Tues 
Jan 25

8:30 Keynote Address

9:00 Session: Natural Systems for Treatment

Topic: Natural attenuation potential of the urban 
hyporheic zone

10:30 Session: Sustainable Urban Drainage System

Topics: Tool for comparing the flexibility of alternative 
solutions, measuring the flexibility of urban drainage 
systems, assessing flood impacts in the urban environment 
using agent based and network modeling, role of Learning 
Alliances in improving water governance and promoting 
technological innovation

14:00 Session: Sustainable Urban Drainage System

Topic: The role of stormwater in the urban water cycle,  
application of sustainable urban drainage systems 

15:30 Session: Water Resource Recovery and Reuse

Topics: Cleaner production implementation in micro-
tanneries in Colombia, implementation of cleaner 
production as a systematic approach to conflict resolution

Weds 
Jan 26

8:30 Keynote Address

9:00 Session: Water Resource Recovery and Reuse

Topics: Performance of a demonstration greenhouse 
rainwater harvesting system, pharmaceuticals and ecosan 
systems, low impact urban design - closing the urban 
water cycle, urine separation and urban agriculture 

12:00 Closing

REGISTRATION

The conference is open to  all  practitioners 
and researchers in the field of urban water 
management. Please register by January 14, 
2011 by contacting Bessie Skoures. A fee 
of 50 Euro (cash) will be collected during 
conference check-in. The fee will cover 
partial catering and conference materials. For 
questions pertaining to registration please 
contact: 

Bessie Skoures 
University of South Florida
4202 East Fowler Avenue CPR 107
Tampa, FL  33620
 skoures@usf.edu 
++1 813 974 1256 
++1 813 974 2522 (fax)  

CALL FOR POSTERS

Posters focusing on conference topics are 
welcome. Authors should submit an one 
page abstract to Seneshaw Tsegaye before 
December 6, 2010. For more information 
about the poster requirements please visit 
www.switchurbanwater.eu or contact:

Seneshaw Tsegaye
University of South Florida
seneshaw@mail.usf.edu

ORGANISATION COMMITTEE

Kala Vairavamoorthy, USF
Carol Howe, UNESCO-IHE
 Marc Soutter, EPFL
Rae Mackay, UoB
Jennifer Chlebek, ARUP 
Diederik Rousseau, UNESCO-IHE
Saroj Sharma, UNESCO-IHE
 Adriaan Mels, VITENS 
Rne van Veenhuizen, ETC
 Claudia Agudelo, WUR
 Nilo Nascimento, UFMG 
Lian Lundy, MDX
 Mike Revitt, MDX 

For more information about the event visit:

www.switchurbanwater.eu


