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The city of Stockholm, will once again be the focus of the global 
water and development community as leaders and experts from 
all corners of the world convene for the 2010 World Water Week 
on September 5-11.

This year is a special year for us at the Stockholm International 
Water Institute (SIWI) as we celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
the World Water Week and the Stockholm Water Prize, and 
capitalise on the success and the trust that we together have 
built through these years. For the past 20 years we have aimed 
to promote innovative thinking, collaboration and pave the way 
forward for a better world – where water is not only accessible, 
but is also of high quality and disease-free.

Five years are left for the global community to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). While we are expect-
ing the target for improved drinking-water to be met or even 
exceeded, we know that other related issues such as public health, 
poverty, sanitation, climate, governance and food security are 
lagging behind. The rationale behind this year’s theme, “Re-
sponding to Global Challenges: The Water Quality Challenge 
– Prevention, Wise Use and Abatement,” is to build capacity, 
promote partnerships and review progress on the correlations 
between water quality, availability and other MDGs.

Let us take a proactive outlook beyond 2015, through the 
week’s plenaries, workshops, seminars, and side events, build 
on experiences from the past, and exchange state-of-the-art 
solutions for the future. 

World Water Week 20th Anniversary Marks New 
Beginnings

We will also celebrate grand achievements. At our traditional 
Stockholm Water Prize Ceremony and Royal Banquet in the 
Stockholm City Hall, we will honour the 2010 Stockholm Prize 
Laureate Dr. Rita Colwell, whose research helped to prevent 
the death of millions by cholera, and continues to develop our 
understanding of water-borne diseases. She will be joined by 
many of the 20 previous laureates throughout the week as part 
of the 20th anniversary celebrations. 

This Second Announcement and Call for Registration pro-
vides key information on the World Water Week and how to 
make your participation impactful and rewarding. It also in-
cludes information about our venue at Stockholm International 
Fairs, and other practical matters for your convenience. 

Join us at the World Water Week this year as we, for the 
20th year, chart a course for the global community ahead of 
a challenging, but exciting, future. To register and stay up 
to date on programme development, visit our website www.
worldwaterweek.org 

Looking forward to seeing you in Stockholm, Europe’s Green 
Capital of 2010.

Anders Berntell
Executive Director
Stockholm International Water Institute 
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World Water Week in Stockholm
Host

World Water Week is hosted and organised by the Stockholm 
International Water Institute and takes place each year in Stock-
holm. The Week has been the annual focal point for the planet’s 
water issues since 1991, and will celebrate its 20th year in 2010. 

The aim: Build capacity, promote partnership, review 

implementation

World Water Week provides a unique forum for the exchange 
of views and experiences between the scientific, business, policy 
and civic communities. It focuses on new thinking and positive 
action toward water-related challenges and their impact on the 
world’s environment, health, economic and poverty reduction 
agendas. It does so by: 
•	 Exploring	the	interconnected	problems	of	water,	society,	the	

environment and economic vitality, building capacity and 
charting action toward practical solutions.

•	 Fostering	proactive	partnerships	and	alliances	between	indi-
viduals and organisations from different fields of expertise. 

•	 Highlighting	ground-breaking	research,	best	practices	and	
innovative policy work by stakeholders and experts around 
the world and from multiple disciplines.

•	 Reviewing	the	implementation	of	actions,	commitments	
and decisions in international processes and by different 
stakeholders in response to the challenges.

By harnessing and linking best practices, scientific under-
standing and policy and decision-making, World Water Week 
in Stockholm moves beyond rhetoric to provide real answers to 
the world’s water, environment and development problems. The 
perspective is global, but the context is attuned to differences and 

similarities between regions of the world, phases of development, 
political systems and climatic conditions.

World Water Week niche and theme

Each year the World Water Week addresses a particular theme 
to enable a deeper examination of a specific water-related topic. 
While not all events during the week relate to the overall theme, 
the workshops driven by the Scientific Programme Committee 
and many seminars and side events do focus on various aspects 
of the theme. The theme changes each year, but each fits within a 
broader “niche” that covers several years. The grouping of themes 
within a niche is designed to develop a long-term perspective 
on a broad yet significant water and development issue. It also 
ensures that each year builds upon the previous years’ outcomes 
and findings. 

The current niche for 2009–2012 is “Responding to Global 
Changes”, which looks at the potential and necessary responses 
in water policy, management and development to address per-
vasive and increasingly impacting global changes. The themes 
within the current niche are:
•	 2009:	Accessing	Water	for	the	Common	Good
•	 2010:	The	Water	Quality	Challenge
•	 2011:	Acting	on	the	Urban	Challenge	(to	be	specified)
•	 2012:	Water	and	Global	Food	Security	(to	be	specified)

The Thematic Scope for 2010 on the water quality challenge 
is explained on pages 6-7. While the theme is addressed in many 
events during the year, issues that are not directly related to the 
theme are also taken up in seminars and side events as described 
on the next page, resulting in a diverse programme covering 
many water-related issues and fields. 
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The 2010 World Water Week takes place over seven days from 
Sunday 5 September to Saturday 11 September. The figure below 
shows how the programme is structured. For more information on 
the events of the week, please visit www.worldwaterweek.org. 

Plenary sessions

The Opening Plenary Session on Monday features the official 
opening of the World Water Week. A number of distinguished 
guests, including the 2010 Stockholm Water Prize Laureate, 
will deliver keynote presentations. The High Level Panel takes 
place on Monday afternoon and will focus on the overall theme 
of the week. The Closing Plenary Session on Friday includes 
keynote presentations and a session that reports back on the 
major findings of the week. 

Workshops

Workshops are convened by SIWI and the topics are defined 
by the Scientific Programme Committee (SPC). The aim is to 
focus on a theme-related topic and allow for a indepth discus-
sion between the presenters and the audience. The full-day 
workshop programme is developed by the SPC in collaboration 
with co-convening organisations and is based on an open ab-
stract submittal process. Accepted abstract authors either hold 
a presentation during the workshop or present a poster during 
the workshop poster sessions. 

Seminars and side events

Seminars provide opportunities for organisations to arrange a 
three-hour session. Side events are one-hour sessions at lunch 
and evening. Seminar and side event convenors develop the 
content, format and programme on a topic of their choosing. 

Topics can fit within the overall theme of the week, address 
other issues, for example emerging challenges, or follow up on 
ongoing processes. Examples of topics that will be addressed 
include the following:
•	 Water	quality
•	 Climate	change	and	energy
•	 Sanitation	and	health
•	 Freshwater	ecosystems
•	 Water	supply	and	services
•	 EU Water Initiative
•	 Groundwater	
•	 UN-Water and World Water Day
•	 Private	sector	and	water	footprint
•	 Water	resource	management	
•	 Transboundary	waters
•	 Agriculture
•	 Financing	

For more information on the programme of events visit the 
Event Finder at www.worldwaterweek.org. 

Prize ceremonies and awards

World Water Week features several prestigious world-renowned 
award ceremonies:
•	 Stockholm	Water	Prize
•	 Stockholm	Junior	Water	Prize	
•	 Stockholm	Industry	Water	Award	
•	 Swedish	Baltic	Sea	Water	Award
•	 WASH Media Awards

For more information about the prizes, see page 46-47. 

Structure of the Week
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Thematic Scope:
The Water Quality Challenge – Prevention, Wise Use and Abatement

The thematic scope frames the key issues and discussion points 
related to the 2010 theme “The Water Quality Challenge – Pre-
vention, Wise Use and Abatement”. The intention is to deepen 
the understanding of, stimulate ideas on, and engage the water 
community around the challenges related to water quality. 

The challenge 

Driven by demographic change and economic growth, water is 
increasingly withdrawn, used, reused, treated, and disposed of. 
Urbanisation, agriculture, industry and climate change exert 
mounting pressure on both the quantity and quality of our water 
resources. Our water resources – green and blue – face a daunting 
future and the costs of inaction are very high. We are confronted 
by a combination of escalating water scarcity, increasing demand 
for clean water, and worsening water quality, which severely re-
stricts water-related human activities, affects human health, and 
impacts the health of aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems. 

Virtually every corner of the world is exposed to the water 
pollution challenge. Although improvements have been made in 
some regions, water pollution is on the rise globally. Every day, 
an estimated two million tonnes of human waste are disposed 
of in watercourses. Seventy percent of industrial wastes in de-
veloping countries are dumped untreated into waters where they 
pollute the usable water supply. The complexity of the challenge 
is revealed by the many different forms that pollution can take, 
the range of pollution sources, and the varying scales – local, 
regional or global – at which pollution can develop. Lack of 
monitoring and enforcement also makes it difficult for countries 
and regions to understand and deal with this challenge. As with 
most challenges, however, opportunities exist that can reverse 
the water degradation trend, contribute to economic growth 
and improve human and environmental health. 

The current situation and future solutions

Many human activities that produce a good also generate pol-
lutants, indeed every human may be seen as a source of pollut-
ants. These pollutants often find their way into sinks such as 
reservoirs, wetlands and aquifers. Within the context of global 
changes, the 2010 World Water Week will strive to highlight 
the more sobering aspects of the challenge: the pollution-caus-
ing activities, the prevalent and emerging pollutants, and the 
scale and trends of the impacts on human and environmental 
health. This will help to clarify the current status and convey 
the urgency, magnitude and pervasiveness of the water quality 
problem. 

Examining how some countries and regions have responded 
to water quality degradation in the past may shed light on how 
to circumvent historical trends as we move forward. Learning 
from the association between development and water qual-
ity degradation in the past can help to prevent patterns from 
re-occurring as countries develop. By learning from what has 
worked and not worked, we can avoid a business-as-usual ap-
proach that would delay even further the recovery of ecosystems 
and lead potentially to irreversible shifts. 

The 2010 World Water Week is an opportunity to gather 
and demonstrate the experiences, technologies and resources 
that people are mobilising in order to deal with water qual-
ity management problems. The Week will analyse promising 
examples, case studies and leading-edge technologies that are 
in use around the world. This will draw attention to effective 
response measures related to pollution prevention, wise resource 
use and sound abatement practices and allow for an analysis of 
the alternatives to improve the current and future water qual-
ity problems. Ideas, examples and initiatives will be discussed 
throughout the week. 
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Scientific Programme Committee (SPC)
•	 Prof. Jan Lundqvist, Stockholm International Water 

Institute (Chair)
•	 Dr. Husamuddin Ahmadzai, Swedish Environmental 

Protection Agency
•	 Prof. Lotta Andersson, Swedish Meteorological and 

Hydrological Institute
•	 Prof. Paul P. Appasamy, Karunya University, India
•	 Dr. Akiça Bahri, International Water Management Institute
•	 Dr. Thomas Chiramba, UNEP (co-opted member)
•	 Prof. Mohamed Dahab, Water Environment Federation 

and Nebraska University, USA
•	 Prof. Malin Falkenmark, Stockholm International Water 

Institute
•	 Dr. Line Gordon, Stockholm Resilience Centre
•	 Mr. Jack Moss, World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development and AquaFed
•	 Prof. Peter Rogers, Harvard University, USA
•	 Prof. Hubert Savenije, Delft University of Technology, The 

Netherlands
•	 Prof. Thor Axel Stenström, Swedish Institute for Infectious 

Disease Control and World Health Organization
•	 Prof. Xiaoliu Yang, Peking University, China
•	 Mr. Martin Walshe, Department for International 

Development, UK
•	 Mr. Anders Berntell, Stockholm International Water Institute
•	 Ms. Katarina Andrzejewska, Stockholm International 

Water Institute (Secretary)
•	 Mr. Michael Moore, Stockholm International Water 

Institute (co-opted member)

Significance of a flow perspective 

Water is a solvent and transport mechanism continuously moving 
through the landscape. Human modifications of water systems 
and changes in land use have significant effects on surface and 
groundwater quality, which in turn has negative effects on 
human and ecosystem health. There is often a disconnect for 
people that pollute and the effects of that pollution on people 
and ecosystems downstream or in other parts of shared lakes 
and aquifers. The flow perspective can shed light on the creeping 
and often invisible nature of water pollution. Accumulation of 
pollutants over time in the natural sinks in the landscape can 
have considerable long term impacts on human and ecosystem 
health. Groundwater systems are especially vulnerable to pol-
lution, as they are often difficult and costly to remediate. Some 
pollutants can occur in high concentrations even though the 
water can appear clean and safe. 

Intensified resource use in all sectors is generally associated 
with increased loads of nutrients, sediments, chemicals, patho-
gens and metals. Tracing the pathways of these pollutants, from 
rain to drain, can help to shed light on many issues, including 
how pollution can contribute to the undermining of ecosystem 
resilience. Weakened resilience diminishes the capacity of eco-
systems to cope, leading to tipping points and regime shifts. 
Sometimes these shifts are irreversible and the goods and services 
that humans derived from the ecosystems are lost.  

Point and non-point sources of pollution

For analytical reasons and effective policy-making, it is useful 
to distinguish between point and non-point sources of pollu-
tion. Point sources include pipelines, channels and drains from 
identifiable locations such as an industrial plant or landfill. 
Non-point or diffuse sources of pollution arise from extensive 
land areas and are mobilised by precipitation and thus closely 
related to the hydrological cycle. Agricultural and urban run-
off and air borne particulates are examples of diffuse sources, 
and their entry points to receiving waters are often difficult to 
identify. Diffuse pollution sources are significant due to their far 
reaching geographical and temporal effects and the difficulty to 
contain them once they are in the water systems. For non-point 
pollution in particular, prevention is the most effective measure. 
Harmful production, consumption and disposal practices need 
to be monitored, controlled, and where possible prohibited, to 
prevent hazardous substances from reaching water bodies and 
impacting human and ecosystem health. 

Integrated approaches and the human dimension

The identification of the source and level of pollution is the first 
step in assessing the risk that pollution poses. Pollutants have a 
sender and a receiver and these must also be identified as part 
of any approach. With this knowledge, abatement strategies can 
be put in place that utilise technologies. Implementation of an 

integrated pollution prevention and control strategy should take 
into account the interfaces between air, land and water. It also 
must address economic policies and transboundary implications 
that can enable or hinder effective pollution abatement. An 
integrated approach to water quality management can help to 
identify situations where a pollutant in one area can be used as 
a valuable resource in another. A case in point is phosphorus, 
which is often the cause of eutrophication, yet is also a scarce 
resource for which there is no substitute in food production. By 
reusing and recycling wastewater, gains in water use efficiency 
can be realised. An exploration of the connection between water 
quantity and quality can lead to situations where demand is met, 
scarcity is eased and water quality is improved. 

Finally, the institutional arrangements as well as individual 
responses to pollution must be adequately analysed. There are 
various ways to prevent and mitigate pollution. The “Polluter Pays 
Principle” asks the sender to pay for the pollution mitigation, 
thereby transferring the costs to those that are responsible, and 
in turn stimulating new innovative solutions. Another method is 
“Name and Shame”, where those that are found to be polluting 
water systems are publically singled out, with the aim to deter 
future recurrences. What other strategies exist to prevent and 
mitigate pollution? What institutional obstacles exist that may 
inhibit the implementation of pollution policies? Is there a role 
for media and the general public in facilitating decisions at all 
levels of government and society?
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Convening Organisations

•	 ABT	Associates	
•	 Acacia	Water
•	 ACRA	(Associazione	di	Cooperazione	Rurale	in	Africa	e	America	

Latina)
•	 African	Development	Bank	(AfDB)
•	 African	Groundwater	Network	(AGW-net)	
•	 African	Ministers’	Council	on	Water	(AMCOW)
•	 African	Network	of	Basin	Organisations	(ANBO)
•	 African	Water	Facility	(AWF)
•	 Agence	Française	de	Développement	(AFD)
•	 AguaJaring
•	 Alliance	for	Water	Stewardship	(AWS)	
•	 Americas	Water	Forum	(AWF)
•	 Asian	Development	Bank	(ADB)
•	 Asian	Pacific	Water	Forum	(APWF)
•	 Australian	Agency	for	International	Development	(AusAID)	
•	 Better	Cotton	Initiative	(BCI)
•	 Bill	&	Melinda	Gates	Foundation
•	 Black	&	Veatch	Corporation
•	 Blue	Gold	Marketing	
•	 Both	ENDS	
•	 British	Geological	Survey	
•	 Building	Partnerships	for	Development	in	Water	and	Sanitation	

(BPD) 
•	 Capacity	Building	International	(InWent)
•	 Cap-Net	–	Capacity	Building	for	Integrated	Water	Resources	

Management
•	 Center	for	Agricultural	Research	and	Ecological	Studies	(CARES)
•	 Center	for	Integrated	Water	Resources	Management	(ICIWaRM)
•	 Centers	for	Disease	Control	and	Prevention	(CDC)	
•	 Centre	for	Ecology	and	Hydrology	(CEH)
•	 Centro	Agua,	Bolivia
•	 Challenge	Program	on	Water	and	Food	(CPWF)
•	 Church	of	Sweden	
•	 City	of	Marseille
•	 City	University	of	New	York	Environmental	Cross-Roads	Initiative
•	 Commonwealth	Scientific	and	Industrial	Research	Organisation	

(CSIRO) Water for a Healthy Country Program
•	 Conservation	International	(CI)
•	 Cooperative	Programme	on	Water	and	Climate	(CPWC)
•	 Danish	Institute	for	International	Studies	(DIIS)
•	 Danish	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	
•	 Danish	Water	Forum	(DWF)
•	 Delta	Alliance	(DA)	
•	 DHI	Water	and	Environment
•	 DIVERSITAS
•	 Dutch	Ministry	of	Agriculture,	Nature	and	Food	Quality	(LNV)
•	 East	West	Institute	(EWI)	
•	 Eawag	(Swiss	Federal	Institute	of	Aquatic	Science	and	Technology)	
•	 Ecologic	Institute
•	 EUREAU	(European	Federation	of	National	Associations	of	

Water and Waste Water Services)
•	 European	Commission	(EC)
•	 European	Environment	Agency	(EEA)
•	 European	Investment	Bank	(EIB)

•	 European	Water	Partnership	(EWP)
•	 EUWI	African	Working	Group	(AWG)	
•	 Evensen	Dodge	International	
•	 Federal	Environment	Agency,	Germany	(UBA)
•	 Federal	Institute	for	Geosciences	and	Natural	Resources,	

Germany (BGR)
•	 Federal	Institute	of	Hydrology,	Germany
•	 Federal	Ministry	for	Economic	Cooperation	and	Development,	

Germany (BMZ)
•	 FEMSA	Foundation
•	 Finnish	Environment	Institute	(SYKE)
•	 Finnish	Water	Forum	(FWF)
•	 Food	and	Agriculture	Organization	of	the	United	Nations	(FAO)
•	 Foro	de	los	Recursos	Hídricos	Ecuador
•	 German	Government
•	 German	Technical	Cooperation	(GTZ)	
•	 Global	Environmental	Flows	Network	(eFlowNet)
•	 Global	Operators'	Partnership	Alliance	(Global	WOPs	Alliance)
•	 Global	Partnership	on	Output-Based	Aid	(GPOBA)
•	 Global	Water	Partnership	(GWP)
•	 Global	Water	System	Project	(GWSP)
•	 Google
•	 Government	of	France
•	 Green	Cross
•	 Helmholtz	Centre	for	Environmental	Research	(UFZ)
•	 Household	Water	Treatment	(HWT)	Network
•	 IHP/HWRP	Secretariat
•	 IKEA
•	 Institute	of	Development	Studies,	UK
•	 Integrated	Project	Water	and	Global	Change	(WATCH)
•	 Inter-American	Development	Bank	(IDB)
•	 International	Association	of	Hydrogeologists	(IAH)
•	 International	Association	of	Hydrological	Sciences	(IAHS)
•	 International	Centre	for	Diarrhoeal	Disease	Research,	

Bangladesh (ICDDR,B)
•	 International	Centre	for	Integrated	Mountain	Development	

(ICIMOD) 
•	 International	Development	Research	Centre	(IDRC)
•	 International	Finance	Corporation	(IFC)
•	 International	Institute	for	Environment	and	Development	(IIED)	
•	 International	Network	of	Basin	Organizations	(INBO)
•	 International	Office	for	Water	(OIEAU)
•	 International	Resources	Group	(IRG)
•	 International	Rivers	(IR)
•	 International	Union	for	Conservation	of	Nature	(IUCN)
•	 International	Water	Association	(IWA)
•	 International	Water	Management	Institute	(IWMI)	
•	 IRC	International	Water	and	Sanitation	Centre
•	 Italian	Committee	for	the	World	Water	Contract	(CICMA)
•	 ITT	Corporation
•	 KfW	Entwicklungsbank
•	 King's	College	London	
•	 Korea	Water	(K-Water)
•	 Lake	Victoria	Basin	Commission	(LVBC)	
•	 Latin	America	Capacity	Building	Network	(LA-WETnet)
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•	 London	School	of	Hygiene	and	Tropical	Medicine	(LSHTM)
•	 Managed	Aquifer	Recharge	Network	(MAR-NET)
•	 Marks	and	Spencer	(M&S)
•	 McKinsey	and	Company	
•	 Mercy	Corps
•	 Meta	Meta	
•	 Metropolis	
•	 M-POWER	Network	(Mekong	Program	on	Water,	Environment	

and Resilience) 
•	 National	Institute	of	Public	Health,	Japan	
•	 National	University	of	Singapore	(NUS)
•	 National	Water	Commission	of	Mexico	(CONAGUA)
•	 Network	of	Asian	River	Basin	Organizations	(NARBO)
•	 Nile	Basin	Capacity	Building	Network	in	IWRM	(Nile	IWRM-net)
•	 Nile	Basin	Initiative	–	Nile	Equatorial	Lakes	Subsidiary	Action	

Program (NBI-NELSAP)
•	 Nitlapan,	Nicaragua
•	 Nordic	Agency	for	Development	and	Ecology	(NORDECO)
•	 Nordic	Environment	Finance	Corporation	(NEFCO)	
•	 Nordic	Investment	Bank	(NIB)
•	 Oregon	State	University	(OSU)	
•	 Pacific	Institute	
•	 PATH
•	 Population	Services	International	(PSI)
•	 pr	audit	
•	 RAIN	Foundation	(RAIN)
•	 Royal	Swedish	Academy	of	Sciences	
•	 Sanitation	and	Water	for	All	(SWA)	
•	 SCENES	Project	(Water	Scenarios	for	Europe	and	Neighbouring	

Countries)
•	 Siemens	Water	Technologies
•	 Slumdwellers	International
•	 Soresma
•	 Southern	and	Eastern	Africa	Rainwater	Network	(SearNet)
•	 Stakeholder	Forum	for	a	Sustainable	Future
•	 State	Oceanic	Administration,	China	(SOA)
•	 STEPS	Centre,	University	of	Sussex,	UK
•	 Stockholm	Environment	Institute	(SEI)
•	 Stockholm	International	Water	Institute	(SIWI)	
•	 Stockholm	Resilience	Centre	(SRC)
•	 Swedish	Environmental	Protection	Agency
•	 Swedish	Institute	for	Infectious	Disease	Control
•	 Swedish	International	Development	Cooperation	Agency	(Sida)	
•	 Swedish	Meteorological	and	Hydrological	Institute	(SMHI)
•	 Swedish	Ministry	for	Foreign	Affairs	
•	 Swedish	Water	House	(SWH)	
•	 The	Nature	Conservancy	(TNC)
•	 UN	Independent	Expert	on	the	Issue	of	Human	Right	to	Water	

and Sanitation
•	 UN	Secretary-General’s	Advisory	Board	on	Water	and	Sanitation	

(UNSGAB)
•	 UNDP	Water	Governance	Facility	(WGF)	at	SIWI
•	 UNEP-DHI	Centre	for	Water	and	Environment
•	 UNESCO	International	Centre	for	Coastal	Ecohydrology,	

University of Algarve, Portugal (ICCE)

•	 UNESCO	–	Institute	for	Water	Education	(UNESCO-IHE)
•	 UNESCO	–	International	Hydrological	Programme	(UNESCO-IHP)
•	 United	Nations	Children’s	Fund	(UNICEF)
•	 United	Nations	Convention	to	Combat	Desertification	(UNCCD)
•	 United	Nations	Development	Programme	(UNDP)	
•	 United	Nations	Economic	Commission	for	Europe	(UNECE)	
•	 United	Nations	Educational,	Scientific	and	Cultural	Organization	

(UNESCO)
•	 United	Nations	Environment	Programme	(UNEP)	
•	 United	Nations	Environment	Programme	Finance	Initiative	

(UNEP FI) 
•	 United	Nations	Global	Compact	(UNGC)	
•	 United	Nations	Human	Settlements	Programme	(UN-HABITAT)	
•	 United	Nations	Industrial	Development	Organization	(UNIDO)
•	 United	Nations	University	Institute	for	Environment	and	Human	

Security (UNU-EHS) 
•	 United	Nations	University	Institute	for	Water,	Environment	and	

Health (UNU-INWEH)
•	 United	States	Agency	for	International	Development	(USAID)
•	 United	States	Department	of	State
•	 University	of	Bamako,	Mali
•	 University	of	Leeds,	UK
•	 University	ofTwente,	The	Netherlands
•	 UN-Water	
•	 UN-Water	Decade	Programme	on	Advocacy	and	

Communication (UNW-DPAC)
•	 UN-Water	Decade	Programme	on	Capacity	Development	

(UNW-DPC)
•	 Wageningen	University	and	Research	Centre	(WUR)
•	 WASH	in	Schools
•	 Water	Alternatives	
•	 Water	and	Sanitation	Program	(WSP)	
•	 Water	Center	for	Latin	America	and	the	Caribbean	(CAALCA)	
•	 Water,	Engineering	and	Development	Centre	(WEDC)	at	

Loughborough University, UK
•	 Water	Environment	Federation	(WEF)
•	 Water	Footprint	Network	(WFN)	
•	 Water	Integrity	Network	(WIN)
•	 Water	Observatory	of	the	Fundacion	M.	Botin	(MBF-WO)	
•	 Water	Resources	Research	Centre,	Hungary	(VITUKI)
•	 Water	Supply	and	Sanitation	Collaborative	Council	(WSSCC)	
•	 WaterAid	
•	 WaterNet
•	 Wetlands	International	(WI)
•	 World	Bank	(WB)
•	 World	Bank	Groundwater	Management	Advisory	Team	(GW-MATE)
•	 World	Business	Council	for	Sustainable	Development	(WBCSD)	
•	 World	Estuary	Alliance	(WEA)
•	 World	Health	Organization	(WHO)
•	 World	Ocean	Week	(WOW)
•	 World	Water	Assessment	Programme	(WWAP)	
•	 World	Water	Council	(WWC)
•	 World	Wide	Fund	for	Nature	(WWF)	
•	 WSP	Network	in	Latin	America	and	the	Caribbean	(WSP-LAC/Net)
•	 Xiamen	Municipal	Government
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Overview
The overview below shows the activities that take place each day and 
the page they can be found on in this Announcement. Plenary ses-
sions (in grey) open and close the week with keynote speeches, panel 
debates and cultural activities. Workshops (in blue) are initiated by 
SIWI, the World Water Week host, and have programmes developed 

through an open abstract submittal process. Seminars (3 hour sessions 
coloured orange) and side events (1 hour sessions coloured green) are 
initiated by different convening organisations, who develop their own 
programme content and format. Prize award ceremonies, social events 
and field visits (in purple) comprise an important part of the week. 

SeminarsPlenary Sessions Side EventsWorkshops Awards, Social Events & Field Visits

Sunday 5 September
Title Activity Page

Morning

Management of Transboundary Water Resources – the Case of 
Lake Victoria Basin

Seminar 12

The Potential of 3R to Improve Water Quality and Quantity Seminar 12

Cleaning up Corrupted Water – Enabling Mechanisms for 
Improved Water Integrity 

Seminar 12

Young	Water	Professionals	Seminar Seminar 12

UN Capacity Development for Water and Wastewater Manage-
ment in Coastal Areas

Seminar 12

Lunch

Giving Voice to the ‘Silent Partner’: The Environment and its 
Role in Multi-stakeholder Partnerships that Deliver Water and 
Sanitation Services

Side Event 13

Estuaries of Hope: Visions and Best Practices Side Event 13

Afternoon

The Malin Falkenmark Seminar: Emerging Pollutants in Water 
Resources – A New Challenge to Water Quality

Seminar 13

Reducing the Risks of Untreated Wastewater Irrigation: Strate-
gies and Incentives

Seminar 13

Water and Climate in Focus: Financing Adaptation to Climate 
Change

Seminar 14

Sustainable Land Management Secures Drylands Water Quality Seminar 14

Enhancing Resilience: Protecting Water Quality for Human 
Health

Seminar 14

Challenges to the Integration of Wetlands into Water Resource 
Management

Seminar 14

Healthier Water, Healthier People: An Approach to Improving 
Water Quality 

Seminar 15

Charting Cooperative Paths on the Water and Development 
Nexus in the Euphrates-Tigris Rivers System

Seminar 15

Evening

Guidelines for the Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture: 
Launch of the 2nd Edition of the Guidelines’ Information Kit

Side Event 15

Water and Climate in Focus: Impacts of Climate Change on 
Water Quantity and Quality

Side Event 15

Transboundary Water Cooperation – Sharing Experiences 
between SADC and Zambezi, Nile and Mekong Basins

Side Event 15

Monday 6 September
Full day

Opening Plenary Session Plenary 16

Lunch

Mind the Gap: Estimating the Human Resources Capacity 
Shortage in Water and Sanitation

Side Event 17

Water Futures of Europe and Neighbouring Regions Side Event 17

Global Fund forDevelopment of Cities Side Event 17

The Economics of Sanitation – Impacts, Mitigation, and  
Efficiency of Sanitation Options

Side Event 17

Afternoon

High Level Panel on the Water Quality Challenge Plenary 18

Sanitation, Hygiene and Water for All – Promoting Equity  
and Inclusion 

Seminar 19

Rewarding Responsible Water Use, Managing Risk Seminar 19

Water and Climate in Focus: Changing Climate, Shifting  
Institutions: Building Governance and Capacity

Seminar 19

Evening

Managing Water under Uncertainty and Risk: Towards the 
2012 UN World Water Development Report

Side Event 20

Seeking Liquidity – Integrating Corporate Water Performance 
into the Core of Financial Services and Capital Markets

Side Event 20

Poison in the Well: Mitigation of Geogenic Contamination Side Event 20

Consumption of Bulk Bottled Water in Mexico: Prices,  
Perceptions and Implications for Service Providers

Side Event 20

The Mayor’s Reception Social Event 48

Tuesday 7 September
Full day

Water Quality for Human Health Workshop 3 21

Management of Groundwater Abstraction and Pollution Workshop 5 22

Minimising Land Use Based Water Pollution Workshop 6 23

Latin America Focus Seminar 24

From Source to Sea Seminar 25

Morning

Latin America Focus: Expert and Ministerial Panel on Water 
Adaptation to Climate Change: Prospects and Challenges for 
Latin America and the Caribbean Region 

Seminar 24

Fluxes of Harmful Substances from Source to Sea: Strategies 
and Tools to Deal with the Management Challenges

Seminar 25

World Water Day 2011 – Urban Water Management:  
Key Issues and Priorities for Action

Seminar 26

The Future of Global Water Technologies Seminar 26

World Commission on Dams + 10: Revisiting the Large Dam 
Controversy

Seminar 26

Water Quality Assessment: Indicators and Optimal Decisions 
in IWRM

Seminar 26

Lunch

Latin America Focus: Latin American and the Caribbean Water 
and Sanitation Award

Side Event 24

What Knowledge do we need to do better on Sanitation? Side Event 27

Groundwater Management and Protection: GW-MATE Lessons 
Learned

Side Event 27

Living Rivers, Living Planet Side Event 27

Afternoon

Latin America Focus: Water Quality Issues and New  
Approaches in Latin America

Seminar 24

From Source to Sea: Baltic Sea Water Award Seminar –  
Regional Integration, Sustainable Development and  
Combating Eutrophication in our Common Sea Basin

Seminar 25
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Visit www.worldwaterweek.org for the latest updates to the programme.

Water and Climate in Focus: Post Copenhagen – What Next? 
Possible Entry Points for the Water Community in Climate 
Processes and the Negotiations towards COP16 in Mexico

Seminar 28

Water Footprint and Public Policy: What Can Governments do 
to Reduce Humanity’s Water Footprint?

Seminar 28

Planning for Water in the City of the Future Seminar 28

The Role of Law in Improving Water Quality Seminar 28

Evening

Workshop Poster Session Workshops –

Latin America Focus: Successful Practices in Water Resource 
Management in Latin America: Delivering Multiple Benefits 

Side Event 24

From Source to Sea: Financing Concrete Actions to Save the 
Baltic Sea

Side Event 25

Improving Water Governance through Country Assessments Side Event 29

Governance Advocacy and Leadership for Water Sanitation  
and Hygiene

Side Event 29

Balancing Water and Carbon in Sustainable Energy Production Side Event 29

Stockholm Junior Water Prize Award Ceremony Award 47

Wednesday 8 September
Full day

Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Workshop 1 30

Improved Water Use Efficiency Through Recycling and Reuse Workshop 4 30

Origins, Pathways and Accumulations of Pollutants – An Urban 
Perspective

Workshop 8 31

Eye on Asia Seminar 32

Africa Focus Seminar 33

Morning

Eye on Asia: Water Sufficiency through Improved Water Quality Seminar 32

Africa Focus: Water Quality – The Invisible Challenge for  
Intensifying Land and Water Management in Africa

Seminar 33

Aid Effectiveness in the Sanitation and Water Sector: Practice 
and Perspective

Seminar 34

Global Dialogue: Defining the Path Forward: Connecting 
Climate Change, Sustainability and Economic Reality – 
A Utility Perspective

Seminar 34

Sick Water is Threatening the MDGs. A Stakeholder Dialogue to 
Address Capacity Development and Communication Needs 

Seminar 34

Charting Our Water Future: Pathways and Tools to Reform Seminar 34

Lunch

Eye on Asia: Managing Asia’s River Basins – Book Launch Side Event 32

Liquid Dynamics II: Linking Quality and Access for Pro-poor 
Sustainability 

Side Event 35

Sanitation and Water for All – A Global Framework for Action Side Event 35

Innovating Solutions: World Water Forum 2012 Side Event 35

NEGOTIATE – Reaching Agreements over Water Side Event 35

Stockholm Industry Water Award Ceremony Award 47

Afternoon

Eye on Asia: Regulating Asia’s Water Quality Management and 
Leader’s Dialogue on Water Security 

Seminar 32

Africa Focus: AMCOW Country Status Overviews 2010 Seminar 33

Water Quality in Capacity Development: Policy Options and 
Practical Solutions in the National and Transboundary Context 

Seminar 36

International	Year	of	Biodiversity	and	Ecosystem	Management:	
Science-Policy Interfaces

Seminar 36

Monitoring Water Quality, Assessing Water Safety – Challenges 
for Ensuring Access to Drinking Water

Seminar 36

On the Road to Corporate Water Reporting: Founders Business 
Seminar

Seminar 36

Evening

Workshop Poster Session Workshops –

Striking WASH Communication Side Event 37

h2.0 Monitoring Services to Inform and Empower Side Event 37

A Source for Peace – Regional Water Governance and  
Promotion of Security in Central Asia

Side Event 37

Managed Aquifer Recharge for Safe Low Cost Drinking Water 
Supplies

Side Event 37

Rapid Assessment of Drinking-water Quality: Methodology  
and Experience from the Field

Side Event 37

World Water Week Dinner and Dance at the Vasa Museum Social Event 48

Thursday 9 September
Full day

Shortcutting Historical Pollution Trends Workshop 2 38

Resilience, Uncertainty and Tipping Points Workshop 7 38

Morning

Stockholm Water Prize Laureates Seminar in the Presence of 
H. M. the King of Sweden: Water Future Challenges – How 
Can Science Contribute?

Seminar 39

Urbanisation and Water Management: Turning Adversity into 
Opportunity

Seminar 39

Five-year Countdown to the Water and Sanitation MDG Target: 
Status, Trends and Challenges

Seminar 39

Making the Case – Building Bridges between Water and Media Seminar 40

EU Water Initiative Multi Stakeholder Forum Seminar 40

The CEO Water Mandate Update and Feedback Session Seminar 40

Lunch

Research Project on Water and Food Security Issues in the 
Mediterranean Region

Side Event 41

The Rights to Water and Sanitation: Legal Obligations, Practical 
Contributions 

Side Event 41

UN Watercourses Convention – In Force by 2011 Side Event 41

Small Town Water Supply and Sanitation: Sustainability and 
Scale-up in Asia and Africa

Side Event 41

Afternoon

Follow-up on Call to Action on WASH in Schools Seminar 42

The Human Right to Water and Water Quality: A Case Based 
Approach

Seminar 42

Local Water Conflict and Cooperation – Implications for Water 
Governance

Seminar 42

Improving Water Governance at the River Basin Level:  
Key Governance and Technical Indicators

Seminar 43

Improving Livelihoods and the Environment in Cotton Production Seminar 43

Water Safety Plan Development through Water Operators’ 
Partnerships Peer Support and Maximising Investment 
Benefits

Seminar 43

Evening

Living with too much and too little Water in the Himalayan 
Region

Side Event 44

Using Output-Based Aid for Sustainable Sanitation Side Event 44

Stockholm Water Prize Award Ceremony and Royal Banquet  
at the Stockholm City Hall

Award 46

Friday 10 September
Morning

Closing Plenary Session Plenary 45

Saturday 11 September
Field Visits

Lake Bornsjön Drainage Basin – IWRM in Practice Field Visit 49

Creating a Sustainable City – The Stockholm Experience Field Visit 49

Käppala Wastewater Treatment Plant – Where the Stockholm 
Archipelago Begins

Field Visit 49
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Seminars: Sunday Morning

Young Water Professionals Seminar

Convenors: International Water Association (IWA), 
Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) and 
Swedish Water House (SWH)

This seminar provides a platform for young water professionals 
to meet and discuss future challenges of the water sector with 
senior water professionals. Focusing on water quality, the semi-
nar aims to engage young water professionals in a discussion on 
what needs to be done in this field, and on how the young can 
contribute to the solutions. 

Cleaning up Corrupted Water – 
Enabling Mechanisms for Improved 
Water Integrity

Convenors: The Water Integrity Network (WIN), Stockholm 
International Water Institute (SIWI) and International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

The seminar seeks to clarify ways to reduce illegal water pollution 
through improved integrity and accountability. Options that will 
be discussed are the policy, legal and institutional frameworks 
needed to make compliance and enforcement effective, incentive 
systems to promote compliance and the role of civil society and 
broader anti-corruption reforms in promoting integrity.

The Potential of 3R to Improve Water 
Quality and Quantity

Convenors: The RAIN Foundation (RAIN), Federal Institute 
for Geosciences and Natural Resources, Germany (BGR), 
Southern and Eastern Africa Rainwater Network (SearNet), 
Acacia Water and Meta Meta

Water quality and scarcity problems can be mitigated through 
simple small-scale 3R solutions. Groundwater use, recharge and 
rainwater storage can be optimised for quality; availability and 
climate change adaptation simultaneously; and managing local 
water buffers. This seminar demonstrates how 3R is used for wa-
ter quality protection and shows the latest 3R developments. 
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UN Capacity Development for Water 
and Wastewater Management in 
Coastal Areas

Convenors: UNESCO Institute for Water Education 
(UNESCO-IHE), United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), UN Secretary-General's Advisory Board on Water 
and Sanitation (UNSGAB), UN-Water Decade Programme 
on Capacity Development (UNW-DPC) and UNESCO 
International Centre for Coastal Ecohydrology, University of 
Algarve (ICCE)

Participants are challenged to share their experiences with wa-
ter and wastewater management in coastal zones and small 
island development states. Gaps in capacity development will 
be identified. At the end of the seminar partnerships will have 
been formed, which address capacity building needs that aim 
at practical and sustainable solutions.

Management of Transboundary Water 
Resources – the Case of Lake Victoria 
Basin

Convenors: Lake Victoria Basin Commission (LVBC) and 
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 
(Sida) Nairobi

The seminar will address, among other issues, the role of Re-
gional Economic Communities in promotion of transbound-
ary water resources management with focus on Lake Victoria 
Basin. Drawing from trends of increased regional integration, 
the seminar will highlight issues of regional governance and 
policies as they relate to promotion of transboundary water 
resources management.
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Side Events: Sunday Lunch

Giving Voice to the ‘Silent Partner’: The Environment and its Role in Multi-
stakeholder Partnerships that Deliver Water and Sanitation Services
 
Convenors: Building Partnerships for Development in Water and Sanitation (BPD), International Development Research 
Centre (IDRC) and Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI)

Estuaries of Hope: Visions and Best 
Practices

Convenors: World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), World 
Estuary Alliance (WEA) and Delta Alliance (DA)

Scientists, NGOs and policy makers work together to ensure 
safe, vital and sustainable deltas in times of climate change. 
The side event will encompass presentations of new visions for 
the Yangtze, Rhine, and Ganges Deltas. The WEA and partners 
seek cooperation with more deltas of hope.

Environmental considerations are usually not well represented 
directly within wat-san delivery partnerships. This event review 
the role of the environment as the ‘silent partner’ in partnership 
negotiations. Presenting findings from BPD and IDRC’s research 

in Latin America, this interactive session will debate how water 
quantity and quality issues impact on how partnerships are 
structured in developing countries.

Seminars: Sunday Afternoon

Reducing the Risks of Untreated 
Wastewater Irrigation: Strategies and 
Incentives

Convenors: International Water Management Institute 
(IWMI), International Development Research Centre 
(IRDC), World Health Organization (WHO), Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and 
World Bank (tbc)

The seminar will address key issues concerning the implementa-
tion of the new wastewater use guidelines, such as financial and 
non-financial incentives to adopt safer practices, social marketing 
and behaviour change, economic benefits and subsidies and cost 
effectiveness of risk reduction options. Related publications by 
the convenors will be launched.

The Malin Falkenmark Seminar: 

Emerging Pollutants in Water 
Resources – A New Challenge to Water 
Quality

Convenors: EUREAU, UNESCO – International Hydrological 
Programme (UNESCO-IHP) and Stockholm International 
Water Institute (SIWI)

Held in honour of Prof. Malin Falkenmark, this seminar seeks 
to gain a deeper understanding on the occurrence, fate and 
accumulation of emerging pollutants in water resources and 
their impact on human health and the environment and to 
discuss with stakeholders a life-cycle appraisal. The seminar 
will address main challenges regarding emerging pollutants in 
water and wastewater.
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Water and Climate in Focus: Financing 
Adaptation to Climate Change

Convenors: KfW Entwicklungsbank, Agence Française de 
Développement (AFD), European Investment Bank (EIB) 
and World Bank (WB)

The objective of the seminar is to deepen the understanding of 
the emerging post Copenhagen climate financing architecture. 
Climate funds bring fresh resources, but further increases the 
already complex aid architecture without necessarily addressing 
existing bottlenecks. The seminar will discuss these challenges 
and how to address them with a focus on water.

Sustainable Land Management 
Secures Drylands Water Quality

Convenor: Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

The seminar will explore the linkages between desertification in 
the drylands and environmental crises, specifically water scarcity, 
large-scale migrations and political instability in Africa, Latin 
America and Central Asia. Sustainable Land Management is of-
fered as a tool for combating desertification and enhancing water 
resources availability, quality and sustainable livelihoods.

Enhancing Resilience: Protecting Water 
Quality for Human Health

Convenors: United Nations University Institute for Water, 
Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH) and United Nations 
University Institute for Environment and Human Security 
(UNU-EHS)

This seminar emphasises source water protection as an effective 
mechanism towards ensuring sustainability for health, economies 
and ecosystems (including coastal zones). It will explore low-cost, 
multi-purpose solutions to protect water quality and enhance 
resilience of socio-ecological systems to deal with projected 
impacts of global environmental change.

Seminars: Sunday Afternoon
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Challenges to the Integration of Wetlands 
into Water Resource Management

Convenor: Wetlands International (WI)
Co-convenors: Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH), 
Soresma, Water Resources Research Centre, Hungary 
(VITUKI), Wageningen University and Research Centre (WUR) 
and Global Environmental Flows Network (eFlowNet)

River basin stakeholders (from small-scale farmers to utili-
ties) need wetland systems for a variety of functions including 
maintaining biodiverse systems, providing food security, buff-
ering against drought and floods and as natural water storage 
infrastructure. A series of case studies will provide guidance 
on incorporation of wetland ecosystems into water resource 
management practice from basin to local level. 
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Healthier Water, Healthier People: An 
Approach to Improving Water Quality 
 
Convenors: United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), World Health Organization (WHO) 
Household Water Treatment (HWT) Network, Population 
Services International (PSI), PATH, ABT Associates and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

Household water treatment is a vital, but often overlooked 
intervention that can inexpensively improve water quality and 
health long before vulnerable populations gain the benefits of a 
piped supply. Speakers will discuss how countries have developed 
policy frameworks for, implemented, and promoted HWT as a 
component of their water programmes.

Water and Climate in Focus: Impacts 
of Climate Change on Water Quantity 
and Quality

Convenors: European Union Sixth Framework Programme 
(EU FP6) Integrated Project Water and Global Change 
(WATCH), Wageningen University and Research Centre 
(WUR) and Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH)

This session will discuss the impacts of climate change on water 
quality and quantity and how these affect global water resources. 
We will present policy relevant results of the EU FP6 Water and 
Global Change project. Presentations and discussions focus on 
how climate change will affect domestic water supply, the energy 
sector (cooling water) and aquatic ecosystems.

Transboundary Water Cooperation – 
Sharing Experiences between SADC 
and Zambezi, Nile and Mekong Basins

Convenors: Danish Water Forum (DWF), DHI Water and 
Environment and Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs

This side event addresses experiences from three international 
workshops discussing stakeholder inclusion, climate change 
and benefit sharing. The topic for a future workshop will be 
discussed. Basin Development Planning related to the role of 
private sector and society, national water visions or maintaining 
ecosystems has been suggested to far.

Side Events: Sunday Evening

Guidelines for the Safe Use of Wastewater in Agriculture: Launch of the 2nd 
Edition of the Guidelines' Information Kit

Convenors: World Health Organization (WHO), International Water Management Institute (IWMI), Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), University of Leeds, UK and 
Swedish Institute for Infectious Disease Control

Building on the success of the first information kit, this 2nd 
edition will highlight new technical, methodological and proce-
dural issues related to the WHO Guidelines, in line with FAQs 

received from WHO Member States. Some contributors to this 
information kit will present their views in a session which lots of 
opportunities for discussion and information exchange.

Charting Cooperative Paths on the 
Water and Development Nexus in the 
Euphrates-Tigris Rivers System

Convenors: Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida), Stockholm International Water 
Institute (SIWI) and East West Institute (EWI)

This seminar will explore possibilities for dialogue between the  
countries of the Euphrates-Tigris Rivers System in order to foster 
regional integration, stability and livelihood improvements. In 
discussions with country representatives the region’s specific physi-
cal, socioeconomic and political settings will be the starting point 
on what can be achieved in terms of regional cooperation.
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Opening Plenary Session: Monday Morning

Opening Plenary Session

For the 20th time the World Water Week in Stockholm will hold 
its official Opening Plenary session to kick off the Weeks discus-
sions. The Opening will give us an opportunity to listen to sci-
ence, government and civil society leaders sharing their thoughts 
and experiences on current challenges, historic achievements 
and leading edge science. We will also have the opportunity 
to listen to the 2010 Stockholm Water Prize Laureate Dr. Rita 
Colwell deliver the Laureates lecture on her groundbreaking 
research and accomplishments in the fight to understand and 
combat waterborne diseases.

Visit www.worldwaterweek.org for the latest 
updates to the programme.

Speakers 

Mr. Anders Berntell 
Executive Director, SIWI

Hon. Gunilla Carlsson 
Minister for International 
Development Cooperation, 
Sweden

Ms. Helen Clark 
Administrator of the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (tbc)

Mr. Achim Steiner 
Under-secretary general 
of the United Nations 
and Executive Director 
of UNEP

Dr. Rita Colwell 
2010 Stockholm Water 
Prize Laureate

Mr. Sten Nordin 
Mayor of Stockholm

Ms. Sunita Narain 
Director, Centre 
for Science and 
Environment, India

Mr. Pavan Sukhdev
Special Advisor to UNEPs 
Green Economy Initiative 
(tbc)
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Side Events: Monday Lunch

Water Futures of Europe and 
Neighbouring Regions

Convenors: Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) and 
The SCENES Project (Water Scenarios for Europe and 
Neighbouring Countries), European Water Partnership 
(EWP), European Environment Agency (EEA) and Finnish 
Water Forum (FWF)

This event aims at summarising possible futures of the availability 
of good quality water in Europe and neighbouring regions under 
changes of several drivers (climate, demography, agriculture, tour-
ism, industry, technology). Presentations and discussions will also 
explore policy implications of the envisioned water futures.

Mind the Gap: Estimating the Human 
Resources Capacity Shortage in Water 
and Sanitation

Convenor: International Water Association (IWA)

Presentation of findings from the pilot phase of research on 
human resources for water services in developing countries, led 
by IWA and the UK’s Department for International Develop-
ment. The seminar explores capacity gap size in five case studies, 
reasons for the shortfall and proposes improvement strategies 
for the sector. 
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Global Fund for Development of Cities

Convenors: Metropolis and Evensen Dodge International

This event will look at the GFCD, which is based on cross-cutting 
approaches: innovation in linking local development with the 
rapid urbanisation phenomena; the need for permanent and 
sustainable technical assistance and capacity building services; 
and the financial engineering necessary to mobilise private 
sector capital that can be complemented by donor funds and 
government contributions. 

The Economics of Sanitation – 
Impacts, Mitigation, and Efficiency of 
Sanitation Options

Convenor: Water and Sanitation Program (WSP)

Results from African, East Asian and South Asian countries 
assessments on the costs and benefits of selected sanitation invest-
ments will be presented. These will provide decision makers with 
the evidence to make a case for higher sanitation investments, 
but also give a better grasp of the cost and benefits of various 
sanitation investment options. 
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High Level Panel: Monday Afternoon

When “water quality” is mentioned it can invoke many images 
and perceptions. A water engineer may think of a treatment plant 
that purifies drinking water for a city. A health professional may 
fear the dangers of new cocktails of pollutants from consumer 
products and pharmaceuticals. A businessman may perceive 
the opportunities to develop new technologies for reusing and 
recycling water. A researcher may consider the invisible naturally 
occurring contaminants in groundwater supplies. A dam operator 
may visualise the build up of sediment behind the dam walls. 
A coastal fisherman may see the toxic algal blooms destroying 
his fish stocks. An inhabitant downstream of a mine or industry 
may smell the putrid discharge where she bathes. 

The High Level Panel of the 2010 World Water Week will 
bring together experts and policy makers to discuss many of the 
perspectives related to the theme of water quality and to see if 
filthy water can be washed or how the filth can be avoided in the 
first place. A moderator will lead the panellists and audience in 

High Level Panel on the Water Quality Challenge – Prevention, Wise Use and 
Abatement

“Filthy water cannot be washed”
African proverb

an interactive discussion on how critical good clean water is to 
improving health, stimulating economic growth, and restoring 
and maintaining ecosystems. 

Questions to be addressed by the panellists include:
•	 What	are	the	major	obstacles	to	effectively	deal	with	water	

pollution?
•	 How	are	these	obstacles	being	overcome	around	the	world	

through prevention, wise use and abatement?
•	 What	role	does	legislation	versus	incentive-based	approaches	

play for dealing with water pollution?
•	 How	do	urbanisation,	climate	change,	industrial	develop-

ment, mining, and agriculture influence the quality of 
water?

•	 Is	prevention	always	the	better	cure?
•	 How	do	we	deal	with	substances	that	are	harmful	to	some,	

but benign to others?
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Seminars: Monday Afternoon

Sanitation, Hygiene and Water for All – 
Promoting Equity and Inclusion 

Convenors: WaterAid and Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council (WSSCC)

Equity and Inclusion should be key considerations in participa-
tory planning, community approaches and programme frame-
works in sanitation and hygiene promotion approaches. But are 
they? The seminar explores some of the key approaches and case 
studies in sanitation and hygiene promotion and reviews these 
through the lens of equity and inclusion. 

Water and Climate in Focus: Changing Climate, Shifting Institutions:  
Building Governance and Capacity

Convenors: World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Conservation International (CI), Cooperative Programme on Water 
and Climate (CPWC), German Technical Cooperation (GTZ), International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and 
Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)

Rewarding Responsible Water Use, 
Managing Risk

Convenor: Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS)

The Alliance for Water Stewardship is creating a voluntary, 
market-based programme to reward responsible water users 
worldwide. In 2010 the Alliance launched its global, multi-
stakeholder "Water Roundtable". The Alliance invites World 
Water Week participants to contribute their scientific and policy 
insight to further development of this transformative concept 
in water management.

This session focuses on how institutions can learn and evolve 
with shifting climate conditions. Existing tools for managing 
water under a stationary climate can stabilise freshwater systems 

stressed by unsustainable use and rapid development, but climate 
change creates moving targets. Governance regimes must be 
increasingly flexible, span multiple futures and assess risk. 
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Side Events: Monday Evening

Seeking Liquidity – Integrating 
Corporate Water Performance into the 
Core of Financial Services and Capital 
Markets

Convenor: United Nations Environment Programme 
Finance Initiative (UNEP FI)

Serious water-related bottlenecks and concerns around the world 
mean that sustainable water management will increasingly be at 
the heart of business performance. This session will shed light on 
the latest trends, concepts and tools that financial institutions 
and the capital markets should use to identify the "winners" and 
"losers", "buyers" or "sellers" that will emerge as a result of this 
21st century macro-trend.

Managing Water under Uncertainty 
and Risk: Towards the 2012 UN World 
Water Development Report

Convenor: World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP)

WWAP presents the working structure and themes of the next 
UN World Water Development Report, to be launched in March 
2012, as well as preliminary conclusions or findings. We hope 
to generate discussion and gather your comments on several of 
the major trends that have emerged in the development of the 
report thus far.

Consumption of Bulk Bottled Water 
in Mexico: Prices, Perceptions and 
Implications for Service Providers

Convenor: Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

A presentation will be given on the results of a large-scale sur-
vey of price and perception issues surrounding consumption of 
“bulk” bottled water (20 litre containers) in low-income urban 
households that already have piped water service in six large 
Mexican cities, followed by discussion of the implications of 
this rapidly expanding market phenomenon.

Poison in the Well: Mitigation of 
Geogenic Contamination

Convenor: Eawag (Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic 
Science and Technology)

The Water Resource Quality project is developing a framework 
for mitigation of naturally occurring chemical contamination 
of drinking water. The side event will present a draft interactive 
manual and a ‘toolbox’ of resources and methodologies for use 
by practitioners, illustrated by examples of arsenic and fluoride 
mitigation from China, Bangladesh and Ethiopia. 
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Workshops: Tuesday Full Day

Workshop 3

Water Quality for Human Health

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
Co-convenors: International Water Association (IWA) and World Health Organization (WHO)

Workshop Details 

Chairs: Dr. Robert Bos, WHO and Dr. Paul Reiter, IWA
Moderators: Dr. Katarina Perrolf, Swedish International Devel-
opment Cooperation Agency (Sida) and Prof. Jamie Bartram, 
University of North Carolina
Rapporteurs: Prof. Thor Axel Stenström, Swedish Institute for 
Infectious Disease and Dr. Paul Appasamy, Karunya University
Keynote Speakers: Dr. Rita Colwell, 2010 Stockholm Water Prize 
Laureate, University of Maryland, USA and Mr. Oliver Schmoll, 
WHO/Federal	Environment	Agency	(UBA),	Germany

The effects of poor water quality on human health needs little 
argument. Ill-health from unsafe drinking-water affects all nations. 
Management of human health determinants must be integrated in 
a system-driven context. Key components of IWRM go hand-in-
hand with more human-oriented Water Safety Plans and proposed 
Sanitation Safety Plans. Risk and vulnerability assessments should 
include issues of human exposure to pathogenic microbes and 
hazardous chemicals. Such exposure varies depending on how 
water is handled at the household level as well as at the community, 
regional and basin level. Downstream populations are exposed 
to water pollution from upstream activities. The increasing use 
of wastewater and heavily polluted surface water for agricultural 
production exposes humans to multiple microbial threats through 
the food chain. Apart from the direct human suffering related 
to ill-health, it also has a high socio-economic cost as sick people 
have a reduced ability to participate in societal activities.

This workshop will look at water quality issues from a systems 
perspective in the context of IWRM strategies, with a view to 

protecting and promoting health. The workshop presentations 
will highlight approaches and solutions on how to effectively 
deal with the health threats emanating from wastewater and 
polluted water sources. Examples on how Water Safety Plans 
can be integrated into water management policies to reduce hu-
man exposure to microbial and chemical threats will illustrate 
the administrative, practical and socio-economic aspects in 
different contexts.
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Workshops: Tuesday Full Day

Workshop 5

Management of Groundwater Abstraction and Pollution

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
Co-convenors: Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, Germany (BMZ/BGR), International 
Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) and World Bank Groundwater Management Advisory Team (GW-MATE)

Groundwater is of major importance for potable water supply and 
also provides for much of the water used in agricultural irrigation 
and industrial production. Worldwide, however, groundwater 
resources are experiencing over-abstraction and an increasing 
threat of pollution coming from urbanisation, industrial devel-
opment, agricultural activities and mining enterprises. In some 
intensively developed aquifers, over-abstraction and the lowering 
of the water-table has led to the loss of the ‘ecological function’ 
of groundwater needed to sustain certain types of aquatic, ter-
restrial and coastal ecosystems. And for others, ecosystems are 
threatened by deterioration in groundwater quality due to diffuse 
pollution. Furthermore, groundwater resources in many areas 
throughout the world have also been subjected to severe contami-
nation by hazardous and anthropogenic chemicals. In addition, 
the natural occurrence of elevated concentrations of certain 
trace elements, which have longer-term health implications for 
water consumers, have been found in some groundwater sup-
plies, rendering the source unusable for potable supply. Greater 
awareness and efforts are needed to balance the exploitation of 
groundwater with the increasing demands of water and land 
users who can pose a threat to its availability and quality.

This workshop will address the protection of the ground-
water resource. Groundwater is under increasing threat from 
inadequately-regulated pumping and pollution that arises from 
inadequately-controlled effluent and waste disposal and land 
use. The following issues will be discussed: To what extent does 
institutional responsibility for control of groundwater abstraction 
and protection against pollution need to be strengthened? Can 
groundwater protection strategies be developed to accommodate 
trade-offs between competing interests? Can land use, effluent 
discharge and waste disposal practices be constrained? What 
efforts are needed to make groundwater use and environmental 
conservation more compatible?

Workshop Details 

Chairs: Ms. Franca Schwarz, BGR International Cooperation, 
Germany, Dr. Willi Struckmeier, IAH and Dr. Karin Kemper, 
World Bank
Rapporteurs: Mr. Martin Walshe, Department for International 
Development, UK (DFID) and Prof. Mohamed Dahab, Nebraska 
University, USA
Keynote Speakers: Prof. Steven Foster, World Bank GW-MATE, 
Mr. Pedro J. J. Alvarez, Rice University, USA and Mr. Ali Subah, 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation, Jordan
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Workshop 6

Minimising Land Use Based Water 
Pollution

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
Co-convenors: International Water Management Institute 
(IWMI) and Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological 
Institute (SMHI)

This workshop will focus on how to minimise and stop water 
pollution from land use. Pollutants that need to be addressed 
include: 1) sediment-borne contaminants from erosion and sil-
tation, 2) chemical fertilisers and pesticides, and 3) salts from 
human-induced soil and water salinisation. These pollutants are 
generated by activities which lead to multiple harmful impacts, 
including: the loss of protective vegetation cover, eutrophication 
of surface water bodies, altered water partitioning (which influ-
ences the salt balances in the soil), groundwater contamination, 
and transboundary processes that affect upstream– downstream 
linkages. Projections indicate a considerable risk that past failures 
to address these problems will allow them to grow even more se-
vere as pressure mounts from population growth, increasing food 
needs, growing water shortages, climate change, and increasing 
rainfall variability. Failures include inappropriate practical and 
technical approaches, institutional settings, policies and incen-
tive mechanisms, and severe response delays, both within society 
and the physical hydrological environment.

Focus will be directed to the WHAT, WHY and HOW. 
What specific land use problems do we face related to water 
pollution in terms of silt, nutrients, pesticides and salts? Why 
do pollutants persist, emerge or worsen? And, most importantly, 
how do we solve the problem and improve the situation. The 
workshop will not discuss the impacts themselves. Interest will 
be concentrated on more specific integrated watershed manage-
ment efforts to minimise erosion, sedimentation, nutrient and 
pesticides leakages from agriculture, and human induced land 
salinisation. Particular attention will be paid to how to overcome 
societal response barriers through means of raising awareness and 
understanding, improving policy-making and exploring options 
for financing, such as payments for environmental services.

Workshop Details 

Chair: Prof. Lotta Andersson, SMHI 
Co-chair: Mr. Andrew Noble, IWMI
Rapporteurs:	Dr.	Akiça	Bahri,	 IWMI	and	Prof.	Malin	Falken-
mark, SIWI
Keynote Speaker: Mr. Kevin Parris, Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Workshops: Tuesday Full Day
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Focus: Latin America

Morning Seminar

Expert and Ministerial Panel on Water Adaptation to Climate Change:  
Prospects and Challenges for Latin America and the Caribbean Region 

Convenors: Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Americas Water Forum (AWF), FEMSA Foundation, United Nations 
Human Settlements Program (UN-HABITAT) and Water Center for Latin America and the Caribbean (CAALCA)

Evening Side Event

Successful Practices in Water Resource 
Management in Latin America: 
Delivering Multiple Benefits 

Convenors: The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and ACRA 
Headquarters Italy
Co-convenors: ACRA Ecuador, Foro de los Recursos 
Hídricos Ecuador, Italian Committee for the World Water 
Contract (CICMA), FEMSA Foundation and CAALCA

The objective of this event is to share experiences learned on the 
basis of different projects in Latin America. TNC and ACRA 
will demonstrate how new approaches, like “Water Funds” 
and “Water Committees” respectively, serve as models to other 
regions to explore the potential and feasibility of promoting 
active participation in water management. 

Lunch Side Event

Latin American and the Caribbean 
Water and Sanitation Award

Convenors: IDB and FEMSA Foundation

The Inter-American Development Bank and FEMSA Foundation 
present the second edition of the Latin American and the Carib-
bean Water and Sanitation Award to recognise public authorities 
and service operators in the region who have implemented inno-
vative and effective approaches. The award highlights successful 
experiences in two categories: water and sanitation.

Afternoon Seminar

Water Quality Issues and New 
Approaches in Latin America

Convenors: CAALCA, FEMSA Foundation, IDB and UN-
HABITAT

Latin America’s water quality situation is related to the lack of 
wastewater treatment, financial constraints, difficulties in com-
plying with standards and criteria of receiving waters, and impor-
tant gaps in water quality data and monitoring programmes. This 
seminar will highlight these issues regarding different countries 
of the region, and also stimulate new approaches considering 
basin-wide plans.

Adaptation to climate change in water resource management 
(WRM) requires urgent policy action. Regional cooperation is 
key, since climate and hydrological phenomena do not respect 
territorial boundaries and governments share common respon-

sibilities for their water resources. The seminar brings together 
ministers from different parts of the region to identify common 
priorities and opportunities for greater action in WRM in the 
face of climate change.
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Afternoon Seminar

Baltic Sea Water Award Seminar – 
Regional Integration, Sustainable 
Development and Combating 
Eutrophication in our Common Sea 
Basin

Convenors: Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and 
Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)

The Baltic Sea Water Award Ceremony will be followed by a 
seminar on common strategies to combat eutrophication in 
the Baltic Sea Region from the point of view of the Swedish 
Chairmanship of  the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), the 
European Union (EU) Baltic Sea Strategy and National Invest-
ment Plan priorities.

Focus: From Source to Sea

Water Resources from Source to Sea: The Baltic Sea Basin and other Regional Cases

Morning Seminar

Fluxes of Harmful Substances from 
Source to Sea: Strategies and Tools to 
Deal with the Management Challenges

Convenors: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI), 
World Ocean Week, Xiamen Municipal Government, 
State Oceanic Administration, China (SOA) and Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) 

Sources and magnitudes of harmful fluxes from a source-to-sea 
perspective will be identified through case studies. Manage-
ment strategies and policies that can be applied to deal with the 
water challenges along this nexus, including physical planning, 
economic and social incentives will be explored and research 
gaps analysed

Evening Side Event

Financing Concrete Actions to Save the 
Baltic Sea

Convenors: Nordic Investment Bank (NIB) and Nordic 
Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO)

The seminar focuses on the importance of identifying and de-
veloping financeable projects in order to improve the ecological 
health of the Baltic Sea. Presentations and discussions will illus-
trate concrete cases and explore current financing possibilities.

Water links terrestrial systems, the coastal zone and the marine 
system. Throughout the world, the coastal zone is densely popu-
lated with a concentration of economic activities and valued 
environmental assets and opportunities for leisure. The neces-

sity to effectively guide the dynamic interactions between the 
multitudes of interests depending on water along its pathways 
from source to sea will be discussed throughout the day. 
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Seminars: Tuesday Morning

Water Quality Assessment: Indicators 
and Optimal Decisions in IWRM

Convenors: Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research 
(UFZ), IHP/HWRP Secretariat, Federal Institute of Hydrology, 
Germany, DHI Water and Environment, European Water 
Partnership (EWP), Global Water Partnership (GWP) Southern 
Africa and UNEP-DHI Centre for Water and Environment

The seminar addresses the assessment of water quantity and water 
quality supporting the implementation of optimal decisions on 
integrated water resource management. The objectives are i) to 
discuss the usefulness of various indicators and tools to secure 
sufficient water knowledge; ii) to discuss leading-edge monitoring 
technologies and adaptive assessment solutions.

World Water Day 2011 – Urban Water 
Management: Key Issues and Priorities 
for Action

Convenor: UN-Water

The seminar will highlight key urban water and sanitation issues 
and priorities for action as a build up to the 2011 World Water 
Day campaign. The focus of the 2011 World Water Day will be 
on the impact of urbanisation on water resources and environ-
mental protection capabilities of cities and towns. 

The Future of Global Water 
Technologies

Convenors: Black & Veatch Corporation, Siemens Water 
Technologies, ITT Corporation and Water Environment 
Federation (WEF)
 
The seminar will focus on the future of energy management, 
reuse and desalination, and infrastructure and treatment im-
provements in the water supply and wastewater treatment prac-
tice. Presentations and discussions will inform the audience on 
industry trends for both developed and developing countries, 
and promote thinking on how the water supply and wastewater 
treatment industry can continue to improve and provide ap-
propriate service to the end users.

World Commission on Dams + 10: 
Revisiting the Large Dam Controversy
 
Convenors: Water Alternatives and United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP)
Co-convenors: German Technical Cooperation (GTZ), 
International Rivers (IR), International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), M-POWER Network 
(Mekong Program on Water, Environment and Resilience) 
and Swedish Water House (SWH)

Ten years after the World Commission on Dams (WCD) we 
explore new governance innovations, and the legacy of WCD, for 
addressing energy and water development, climate change, and 
dam-affected communities. Drawing on the special WCD issue of 
Water Alternatives Journal, the session engages different perspec-
tives around the prospects for progress in the dams sector.
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Side Events: Tuesday Lunch

Groundwater Management and 
Protection: GW-MATE Lessons Learned

Convenor: World Bank 
Co-convenor: Global Water Partnership (GWP)

The Groundwater Management Advisory Team (GW-MATE) 
was established in 2000 to promote a global shift from ‘ground-
water development to groundwater management’ within the 
World Bank and beyond. This side event reviews a decade of 
operational and analytical experience in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America – and offers a pragmatic framework for groundwater 
management. 

What Knowledge do we need to do 
better on Sanitation?

Convenors: London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine (LSHTM) with International Centre for Diarrhoeal 
Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B), International 
Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), 
Slumdwellers International and WaterAid

The sanitation sector is persistently defined by its poor perform-
ance, but what role does knowledge play in getting the off-track 
on-track? What are the big questions that must be answered 
if progress is to be accelerated? This session will showcase the 
SHARE research agenda and ask what are the big questions that 
the sanitation sector must now answer.

Living Rivers, Living Planet

Convenor: World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)

This event seeks to explore new strategies for securing water 
for people and nature, and to discuss how to bring everyone 
into “water business” through water stewardship process. It 
will also share the latest water-related findings of WWF’s 2010 
Living Planet Report and lessons from WWF’s field work over 
decades.
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Water Footprint and Public Policy: 
What Can Governments do to Reduce 
Humanity's Water Footprint?

Convenor: Water Footprint Network (WFN)

The seminar aims to present results from case studies on the 
application of the Water Footprint methodology as an extended 
IWRM tool at different geographical levels, addressing how the 
Water Footprint can inform public policy on water, trade and 
agriculture. It also aims at presenting a practical framework for 
water-managers on the application of the tool to facilitate their 
decision-making processes.

Seminars: Tuesday Afternoon

Water and Climate in Focus: 
Post Copenhagen – What Next? Possible Entry Points for the Water Community 
in Climate Processes and the Negotiations towards COP16 in Mexico

Convenors: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI), Stakeholder Forum for a Sustainable Future, World Bank and 
National Water Commission of Mexico (CONAGUA)

The Role of Law in Improving Water Quality

Convenor: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

Planning for Water in the City of the 
Future

Convenors: International Water Association (IWA) and 
Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)

Focus is on the intersection between urban planning and sus-
tainable water systems. To be discussed are water centric cities, 
water as a design element in the city, water for pleasure and 
well-being, and interactions with other infrastructure systems 
such as biowaste, biogas, heating and cooling. City planners, 
water managers and researchers will highlight the need for and 
benefits of involving water at an early stage in city planning. 

While keeping up the pressure for the integration of water and 
climate policy in the negotiations towards COP16 is critical, it 
is also vital to discuss possible pathways on how to implement 

water resources management to cope with climate change. This 
session seeks to build further on converging recommendations 
for bridging the water and climate agendas. 

The objective of the seminar is to clarify and assess the role of 
law as a tool for ensuring water quality both at national and 
international levels. In particular, presentations and discussions 

will focus on legal and procedural mechanisms that can be used 
to integrate environmental considerations into water-related 
legislation.
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Side Events: Tuesday Evening

Improving Water Governance through 
Country Assessments

Convenors: International Resources Group (IRG), UNDP 
Water Governance Facility at SIWI (WGF), Oregon State 
University (OSU) and International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI)

This event presents results of a recent five-country assessment 
of water governance in the Middle East North Africa (MENA) 
Region. The assessment examined governance performance using 
a two-element model comprising (1) functional performance and 
(2) accountability mechanisms. Discussion to follow explores 
possible applications of the approach employed to benchmark 
and improve water governance performance worldwide.

Balancing Water and Carbon in 
Sustainable Energy Production

Convenor: World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development (WBCSD) 

Water is needed to produce almost all types of energy. Some 
low-carbon technologies can have high water intensities. Water 
and energy demand is increasing, as are climate change im-
pacts. This event will tackle the “water and energy nexus” and 
how we can achieve a low-carbon economy without harming 
our water. 

Governance Advocacy and Leadership 
for Water Sanitation and Hygiene

Convenors: UNDP Water Governance Facility at SIWI (WGF) 
and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

Good governance at the national level is the key to achievement 
of the water and sanitation MDG targets. Key interventions are 
required at this critical level to scale up WASH efforts across the 
globe. Presentations and discussions will describe key interven-
tions in water governance around the world. 
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Workshops: Wednesday Full Day

Workshop 1

Integrated Pollution Prevention and 
Control

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
Co-convenors: United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) and Swedish Environmental 
Protection Agency

Since the industrial revolution, many societies have perceived 
rivers as convenient conduits for transporting waste. This practice 
has affected aquatic biodiversity, impacted human activities and 
health, and polluted coastal and marine waters. However, it is 
important to recognise that watercourses are not the only media 
through which pollutants are transported. Airborne pollutants 
are also a significant source of water quality degradation. Many 
problems arise from particulate matter, high tropospheric ozone 
concentrations, acidification and long range transport of hazard-
ous substances. Significant progress has been made in treating 
sewage and industrial wastes in developed countries, which has 
resulted in measurable improvement in water quality. Yet activi-
ties in primary sectors (agriculture, forestry, extracting activities, 
transport) and also other diffuse sources of pollution, continue 
to cause widespread problems that need remedy. Concurrently, 
increasing population, urbanisation and expanding economies 
are putting greater demand on good quality water resources. The 
challenge looks different in different contexts. For this reason 
it is necessary to address the challenge in an integrated manner 
based on a recognition of the myriad of sources and pathways 
for water quality degradation.

The workshop will focus on an integrated pollution preven-
tion and control approach that facilitates protection of the entire 
environment. The role of subsidies and institutional arrange-
ments that may improve or harm introduction of cost-effective 
technologies and practices will be scrutinised. Methodologies 
that take into account the numerous media through which pol-
lutants are transported and the associated trade-offs between air, 
land and water will be discussed.

Workshop 4

Improved Water Use Efficiency through 
Recycling and Reuse

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
Co-convenor: International Water Association (IWA)

With increased urbanisation and growing threats to water secu-
rity from climate change, there is a need for a shift in thinking 
towards improving the efficiency of water use by managing water, 
wastewater, surface water runoff, pollution control and water 
reuse in an integrated way. Compared to desalination, water 
reuse is a cost-effective and energy saving option to increase water 
supplies, mitigate the impact of climate variability and climate 
change and protect the environment. By far the most common 
use of wastewater is for irrigation, although institutional and 
perceptive barriers to such use remain. Sewage, household grey 
water and wastewater contain potential sources of fertiliser and 
energy. Treated effluent can replenish watercourses or be reused 
directly for many purposes. Substances such as phosphorus are 
harmful in one situation, but a valuable resource in another. 
Improving water use efficiency through recycling and reuse needs 
to be seen as an essential component of national strategies for 
integrated water resource management and climate change as 
well as a means to deliver economic benefits and environmental 
opportunity whilst securing water for population growth and 
economic development.

With water scarcity increasing in some regions and with an 
emerging focus on improving water efficiency, this workshop will 
address the institutional, economic, technical and policy aspects 
of recycling and reuse. What are the barriers to reuse? To what 
extent can wastewater reuse be incorporated into sustainable 
development, climate change adaptation and integrated water 
resources management strategies? What will it take to make this a 
reality? Are there adequate quality standards and affordable tech-
nologies for recycling and reuse – and can they be enforced?

Workshop Details 

Chair: Dr. Heinz Leuenberger, UNIDO
Rapporteurs: Dr. Husamuddin Ahmadzai, Swedish Environ-
mental Protection Agency and Prof. Peter Rogers, Harvard 
University
Keynote Speakers: Dr. John Payne, SNC-Lavalin Inc., Canada 
and Mr. Peter Gammeltoft, European Commission

Workshop Details 

Chair: Dr. Paul Reiter, IWA
Co-chair: Dr. Darren Seywell, IWA
Rapporteurs: Mr. Martin Walshe, Department for International 
Development,	UK	(DFID)	and	Prof.	Xiaoliu	Yang,	Peking	Uni-
versity, China
Keynote Speakers: Prof. Takashi Asano, University of California, 
USA, Dr. Blanka Jimenez, the National Autonomous University 
of	Mexico	(UNAM)	and	Dr.	Akiça	Bahri,	 International	Water	
Management Institute (IWMI)
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Workshops: Wednesday Full Day

Workshop 8

Origins, Pathways and Accumulations of Pollutants – An Urban Perspective

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
Co-convenors: Water Environment Federation (WEF) and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
– International Hydrological Programme (UNESCO-IHP)

Workshop Details 

Chair: Mr. Paul Freedman, WEF
Co-chair: Dr. Sarantuyaa Zandaryaa, UNESCO-IHP
Rapporteurs: Prof. Jan Lundqvist, SIWI and Mr. Jack Moss, World 
Business Council for Sustainable Development and AquaFed
Keynote Speakers: Dr. Jiri Marsalek, National Water Research 
Institute, Canada, Dr. Sunita Narain, Centre for Science and En-
vironment, India and Mr. Jerry Johnson, Washington Suburban 
Sanitary Commission, USA

Concentration of people and human activities in urban areas 
create complex challenges in terms of managing water quality, 
in cities as well as in downstream areas. Close proximity to 
sensitive and highly valued water bodies makes it important to 
better understand the origins, transmission and accumulation 
of pollutants. Naturally, effective strategies must be designed for 
different socio-economic and hydro-climatic contexts. Pollutants 
are generated from a wide range of sources, including industry 
and energy sectors, traffic, buildings and other infrastructure, 
i.e. the “technosphere”. In addition, the use and disposal of 
consumer goods adds to the pollution load. Circulation is to 
large extent related to hydrological circumstances. Stormwater 
runoff is an important pathway for transmission of pollutants. 
Many pollutants can be dealt with through wastewater treat-
ment, but a combination of unpredictable hydrological events 
and difficulties in capturing many substances makes it unre-
alistic to rely only on abatement strategies. Effective pollution 
reduction strategies must also address the origins of pollutants. 
To compliment government efforts, an active involvement by 
the private sector is essential in the design and use of materials 

in products and processes. Just as important is the recognition 
of the role the general public plays in causing and addressing 
water quality challenges.

This workshop will focus on the identification of sources of 
urban water pollution and what combination of prevention and 
abatement strategies can be effective. The workshop presenta-
tions will contribute to a better understanding of the origins, 
pathways and accumulation of polluting substances and mitiga-
tion are welcome. Innovative technologies and public awareness 
campaigns to reduce the use of harmful substances in urban 
settings will be discussed.
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Focus: Eye on Asia

Eye on Asia

Convenors: Asian Development Bank (ADB), Asian Pacific Water Forum (APWF), Global Water Partnership (GWP), 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI), Korea Water 
(K-Water), Network of Asian River Basin Organizations (NARBO) and National University of Singapore (NUS)

Afternoon Seminar

Leader's Dialogue on Water Security in 
the Asia-Pacific Region

Convenors: APWF and NUS

The International Year of Sanitation concluded that institutional 
change is required for effective coordination among relevant 
ministries and agencies for planning and implementation of 
sanitation; and that sanitation must be included in development 
plans. The panel and participants will discuss the role of leader-
ship in controlling pollution and achieving universal access to 
water and sanitation. 

Afternoon Seminar

Regulating Asia's Water Quality 
Management 

Convenor: GWP

Deteriorating water quality is leading many Asian governments 
to review surface and groundwater management approaches to 
ensure better water quality. New laws to control contamination 
of public waters are being enacted, and measures to implement 
them are being updated. This session discusses improved legal 
and administrative frameworks, and the roles of governments 
and civil society.

Morning Seminar

Water Sufficiency through Improved 
Water Quality

Convenors: ADB and K-Water

Water quality is central to Asia's sustainable socioeconomic 
growth. Widespread water pollution is impacting agriculture, 
human health, and national budgets. Clean up costs are high, 
law enforcement is weak, and wastewater management is se-
verely neglected. The session will focus on current and emerging 
solutions to rapidly scaling up water quality enhancements in 
communities, cities, and basins. 

Lunch Side Event

Managing Asia's River Basins – Book 
Launch

Convenors: ADB and IUCN

Improving governance and performance in the changing situa-
tions of the regions’ river basins is a major challenge. This new 
book highlights examples of new approaches and practices that 
basin managers are now applying. ADB and IUCN will launch 
Managing Asia's River Basins as a reference book promoting 
knowledge-based investments in river basin management. 

Asia is increasingly a continent in the grip of a water crisis. With 
falling per capita water endowments, exacerbated by climate 
change impacts, the burdens on farm and industrial communi-
ties, and town and country dwellers are increasingly severe. With 
six-tenths of the world's population, Asia is at the forefront of 
water problems and solutions. Eye on Asia sessions will discuss 

water quality issues that pose substantial threats to secure water 
supplies for food, energy, economic growth and human health. 
It will also focus on innovative solutions that meet water and 
sanitation challenges in local communities, cities, river basins, 
and at national level.
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Focus: Africa

Afternoon Seminar

AMCOW Country Status Overviews 2010

Convenors: Water and Sanitation Program (WSP), AMCOW, African Development Bank (AfDB), United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), World Bank (WB) and World Health Organization (WHO)

Morning Seminar

Water Quality – The Invisible Challenge for Intensifying Land and Water 
Management in Africa

Convenor: African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW)
Co-convenors: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), African Water Facility (AWF), Nile Basin Initiative – 
Nile Equatorial Lakes Subsidiary Action Program (NBI-NELSAP), Global Water Partnership (GWP) and Dutch Ministry of 
Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality (LNV)

Due to sharp increases in future use good quality water is becom-
ing scarce, thus endangering this resource base for agriculture, 
ecosystems, municipal, industrial and other users in Africa. This 

seminar will identify and discuss relevant factors influencing 
water quality aspects and provide a unique overview and insight 
in this upcoming challenge. 

AMCOW will launch a report presenting the regional learning 
based on 30 individual Country Status Overviews on Water 
Supply and Sanitation undertaken across Africa. The session 
will be used to compare and contrast different approaches that 

have been successfully been applied by countries to progress 
towards the MDGs, improve sector effectiveness and maintain 
a poverty focus.
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Seminars: Wednesday Morning

Aid Effectiveness in the Sanitation and 
Water Sector: Practice and Perspective

Convenors: EUWI African Working Group (AWG) and 
Sanitation and Water for All (SWA)

The seminar will highlight aid effectiveness efforts on global 
(SWA) and continental (EUWI-AWG) scales, demonstrating 
progress in practical terms and in a long term perspective. While 
finance for sanitation and water supply has been increasing, it 
is not well targeted. Aid money does not necessary flow to the 
countries most in need or to the poorest group without access. 
The seminar will feature the obstacles for improved aid effec-
tiveness as well as ongoing initiatives at global, regional and 
in-country level to address them. 

Sick Water is Threatening the 
MDGs. A Stakeholder Dialogue to 
Address Capacity Development and 
Communication Needs 

Convenor: UN-Water

The session will bring together on stage water leaders, experts and 
stakeholders to discuss the challenges and preventive actions, as 
well as how different agents can provide solutions and response 
options, to improve water quality and efficiency. The 2010 Sick 
Water Report will also be presented and discussed.

Charting Our Water Future: Pathways 
and Tools to Reform 

Convenors: International Finance Corporation (IFC) and 
McKinsey and Company 

The seminar presents the “Charting Our Water Future” report, 
which analyses the nature and scale of the global water chal-
lenge and proposes real-world solutions to close the demand/
supply gap. The study developed tools for use by policy makers 
and investors to identify and prioritise cost-efficient solutions 
to achieve water security. 
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Global Dialogue: Defining the Path 
Forward: Connecting Climate Change, 
Sustainability and Economic Reality – 
A Utility Perspective

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)

Utilities all around the globe are faced with unprecedented 
challenges and are scrambling to cope with this new reality. 
Some progressive utilities have accepted the climate crises, the 
new ethics of sustainability and the economic uncertainty as 
a part of their new operating environment. This seminar seeks 
to share such case histories with the delegates in an attempt to 
show case ‘best practices’.
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Side Events: Wednesday Lunch

NEGOTIATE – Reaching Agreements 
over Water

Convenor: International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN)

The side event will launch IUCN’s latest publication "Negoti-
ate", a toolkit aimed at helping water users negotiate workable 
agreements on how to best manage water resources and resolve 
disputes. The discussions will explore what skills water profes-
sionals need to build meaningful participation of stakeholders 
in decision-making over water.

Sanitation and Water for All – A Global 
Framework for Action

Convenors: United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council 
(WSSCC) and Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) Partners

Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) is a global movement unit-
ing governments and organisations in a collaborative effort to 
achieve sanitation and water for all people, with an initial focus 
on the countries most off-track against the MDG targets. This 
side event introduces SWA and invites organisations to become 
partners.

Innovating Solutions: World Water 
Forum 2012
 
Convenors: World Water Council (WWC) and Government 
of France and the City of Marseille

Imagine the innovative solutions for water that can take shape 
at the 6th World Water Forum in 2012. What activities with 
tangible results can be set in motion over the next two years? 
How can we all work together to make them a reality? Join us to 
find out how you can contribute to the preparation and success 
of the next World Water Forum. 

Liquid Dynamics II: Linking Quality and 
Access for Pro-poor Sustainability 

Convenors: Institute of Development Studies and STEPS 
Centre, University of of Sussex, UK

This session revisits the concept of ‘'liquid dynamics' – neglected 
interactions between the social, technological and ecological di-
mensions of water and sanitation. Presentations and discussions 
will draw on ongoing research to challenge current framings of 
risks and standards and bridge conventional divides between 
access and quality issues to enhance pro-poor sustainability 
and social justice.
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Seminars: Wednesday Afternoon

International Year of Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Management: Science-
Policy Interfaces

Convenors: Conservation International (CI), International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC), World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), 
Wetlands International (WI)(tbc), Mercy Corps (tbc), Global 
Water System Project (GWSP), City University of New York 
Environmental Cross-Roads Initiative, DIVERSITAS and 
Kings College London

2010 is the International Year of Biodiversity. Using real-world 
case studies and recent species data, this session will focus on 
integrating management of freshwater ecosystems and species 
into national, regional and international policies, including the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, bridging the gap between 
scientists and policy-makers.

On the Road to Corporate Water 
Reporting: Founders Business Seminar 
2010

Convenors: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) 
and World Business Council for Sustainable Development 
(WBCSD)

There is an increasing pressure on companies to report how 
they use water. The seminar will explore the different tools that 
are used or are under development, and give insights into how 
companies report. Several well known companies will share 
their experiences and ideas for the future with other stakeholders 
including investors and consumers.

Water Quality in Capacity Development: Policy Options and Practical Solutions 
in the National and Transboundary Context 

Convenors: United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation – International Hydrological Programme 
(UNESCO-IHP), Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources, Germany (BGR), Capacity Building International 
(InWent), International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH), African Groundwater Network (AGW-net) and International 
Association of Hydrological Sciences (IAHS)

Monitoring Water Quality, Assessing 
Water Safety – Challenges for Ensuring 
Access to Drinking Water

Convenors: World Health Organization (WHO), United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and German Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ)

Monitoring water quality and assessing water safety still represent 
major challenges at national and global levels. This seminar will 
review experiences in this area, including technical results and is-
sues of sustainability, cost, enabling environments and replicability. 
Discussions will focus on options to design global monitoring in-
dicators to measure drinking-water safety, before and after 2015.

The UN Resolution on transboundary aquifers facilitates poli-
cies to protect the quality of transboundary waters. A systematic 
approach to capacity and institutional development around 
the topic of groundwater quality is an essential precondition 

for human health. Policies and actions to protect national and 
transboundary aquifers which can be integrated in capacity 
development will be discussed.
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Side Events: Wednesday Evening

Striking WASH Communication

Convenors: IRC International Water and Sanitation 
Centre, pr audit, Stockholm International Water Institute 
(SIWI), Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council 
(WSSCC) and Blue Gold Marketing

Can communication and information sharing lead to improved 
water, sanitation and hygiene services? Where have media, mar-
keting, public relations and advocacy made the difference? En-
gage with the most striking cases through entertaining speed 
presentations covering the principal questions: problem defini-
tion, activities, achievements and failures, and the required 
resources to achieve impact. Case study collection on:
http://washcommunication.blogspot.com.

A Source for Peace – Regional Water Governance and Promotion of Security in 
Central Asia

Convenors: German Government, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

h2.0 Monitoring Services to Inform 
and Empower 

Convenors: United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-HABITAT), Google, German Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ), WaterAid and University of Twente, The 
Netherlands 

The session will showcase innovative monitoring approaches 
that are helping to make watsan monitoring more timely, cost-
effective and informative for decision making. Lessons gleaned 
from the featured innovations – Urban Inequities Survey, Citi-
zen report carding, MajiData, the Human Sensor Web and 
Waterpoint mapping among others – will fuel discussion on 
the future of watsan monitoring. 

Managed Aquifer Recharge for Safe 
Low Cost Drinking Water Supplies

Convenors: UNESCO-International Hydrological 
Programme (UNESCO-IHP) and International Association 
of Hydrogeologists (IAH), the Co-founders of the Managed 
Aquifer Recharge Network (MAR-NET), together with 
CSIRO Water for a Healthy Country Program and British 
Geological Survey 

This side event demonstrates the potential of MAR to contribute 
to the UN’s MDG for Drinking Water where hydrogeology is 
suitable. Leaders of innovative agencies and utilities will profile 
the value, sustainability and economics of a variety of MAR 
projects using natural water treatment, harnessing new science-
based guidelines and governance policies. 

Rapid Assessment of Drinking-water 
Quality: Methodology and Experience 
from the Field

Convenors: World Health Organization (WHO), United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Water, Engineering and 
Development Centre (WEDC) at Loughborough University, 
UK and Federal Environment Agency, Germany (UBA)

WHO and UNICEF have long identified water quality as a chal-
lenge in their Joint Monitoring Programme on Water Supply 
and Sanitation. They commissioned pilot studies for the Rapid 
Assessment of Drinking-Water Quality in selected countries. The 
conclusions of these pilots will be the basis for a discussion on op-
tions to address this issue in the JMP context and beyond 2015.

Water scarcity, uneven distribution, inappropriate manage-
ment and disparate interests: the water sector in Central Asia 
harbours a major potential for conflict but also considerable 
opportunities for cooperation. The side event presents recent 

developments including the Berlin process and puts them in 
a wider perspective through a discussion with representatives 
from African transboundary river organisations, international 
organisations and the German Government.
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Workshops: Thursday Full Day

Workshop 7

Resilience, Uncertainty and Tipping 
Points

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
Co-convenors: Challenge Program on Water and Food 
(CPWF), Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC), United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
– Institute for Water Education (UNESCO-IHE) and World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 

Global environmental change is contributing to shifts in droughts 
and floods patterns. Increasing environmental pressures, such 
as pollution, diminish the capacity of lakes, rivers and coastal 
zones to cope. There is increasing evidence that many aquatic 
systems can pass thresholds where sudden and surprisingly large 
changes in their functions take place, for example the rapid de-
velopment of hypoxic areas in coastal zones. These changes are 
referred to as regime shifts. When these changes occur, many of 
the benefits that society derives from these systems can be lost. 
It is often difficult, costly, and sometimes impossible to reverse 
these situations once a certain threshold is crossed. We currently 
have limited knowledge on: 1) how ubiquitous the regime shifts 
are, 2) where particularly vulnerable regions exist, and 3) how 
we can build resilience to avoid undesirable tipping points. Cur-
rent research, policy-making and management therefore face 
new challenges. How do we improve our predictive capacity 
and how to adapt accordingly? How do we deal with the large 
uncertainty involved? How do we improve management and 
governance to build resilience?

The workshop will focus on how to assess and manage re-
silience of social-ecological systems related to water quality. It 
will examine the existence of regime shifts in aquatic systems, 
how these regime shifts can be predicted, and which strategies 
need to be adopted when faced with the risk of regime shifts. 
Particular focus will be on tools that can be useful to deal 
with uncertainty, such as adaptive management and scenario 
planning.

Workshop Details 

Chair:	Dr.	Johan	Rockström,	SRC/Stockholm	Environment	
Institute
Co-chair/Commentator: Prof. Michael McClain, UNESCO-IHE
Rapporteurs: Dr. Line Gordon, SRC and Prof. Hubert Savenije, 
Delft University of Technology, The Netherlands
Keynote Speakers: Dr. Alain Vidal, Director, Challenge Program 
on Water and Food, CGIAR and Ms. Reinette Biggs, SRC

Workshop 2

Shortcutting Historical Pollution Trends

Convenor: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)
Co-convenor: United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP)

With a business-as-usual approach, the association between hu-
man development and water quality is assumed to follow four 
stages: 1) pollution loads are proportional to population size; 2) 
pollution load increases faster than the population as a result 
of industrialisation, intensification of agriculture and associated 
increases in the use of inputs in production; 3) society develops 
infrastructure for wastewater treatment and reduces or prohibits 
the use of toxic substances; 4) water pollution abatement strate-
gies are put in place together with more efficient production 
technologies leading to improved water quality. However, by 
continuing this course in developing countries, water quality 
degradation will delay development, impact on the quality 
of life for people, and often irreversibly damage ecosystems. 
Consequently, it is crucial to develop and implement policies 
and human resources that shortcut this historical trend. This 
workshop poses the challenging question: is development without 
water quality degradation possible? To bypass the trends between 
development and pollution, a prerequisite could be to identify 
the obstacles for implementation of strategies on the local and 
regional levels. These obstacles then need to be communicated 
to decision-makers so that they are addressed within develop-
ment plans and strategies.

Good examples of proactive planning that integrates aspects of 
socio-economic development and climate change with strategies to 
limit pollution will be presented. The workshop will discuss how 
to deal with a diversity of realities and how to adjust national and 
international policy-making to facilitate local actions for dealing 
with water quality challenges. Attention will be given to decision-
support systems, for example visualisation techniques, to support 
dialogue and awareness building on possibilities to integrate pol-
lution abatement with socio-economic development.

Workshop Details 

Chairs: Dr. Thomas Chiramba, UNEP and Mr. Tim Kasten, 
UNEP
Moderator:	Ms.	Karin	Lexén,	SIWI
Rapporteurs: Prof. Lotta Andersson, Swedish Meteorological and 
Hydrological Institute (SMHI) and Dr. Thomas Chiramba, UNEP
Keynote Speaker: Prof. Peter A. Wilderer, Technical University 
of Munich, Germany
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Seminars: Thursday Morning

Stockholm Water Prize Laureates Seminar in the Presence of H. M. the King of Sweden 

Water Future Challenges – How Can Science Contribute?

Convenors: Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) and the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 

Urbanisation and Water Management: 
Turning Adversity into Opportunity

Convenors: United Nations Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-HABITAT) and Partners 

The world has long identified the challenge of urban water and 
sanitation management, including water quality degradation, 
lack of freshwater sources to sustain growing urban demand 
and life-threatening conditions resulting from lack of adequate 
wastewater and solid waste management. What is missing is an 
integrated response in the face of unprecedented rapid urbanisa-
tion, the global economic crisis and climate change. The seminar 
will identify critical issues and lay out key strategies to address 
the urban water and sanitation crisis.

The Stockholm Water Prize Laureates are a highly distinguished 
group of experts who have shown that human ingenuity, technical 
innovation, scientific curiosity and sincere engagement can indeed 
make a difference. At the seminar, the Laureates will focus on 

how diverse scientific disciplines – from economics to the natural 
and social sciences – can contribute to and be utilised in dealing 
with global water challenges. We are honoured to announce that 
His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf will attend the seminar. 
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Five-year Countdown to the Water and 
Sanitation MDG Target: Status, Trends 
and Challenges

Convenors: World Health Organization (WHO), United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and UN-Water 

Five years from the MDG deadline, the world is still a long 
way from meeting the sanitation target and barely on track to 
meet the drinking-water target. Come to this seminar to learn 
about the latest JMP access estimates, the UN-Water GLAAS 
findings on the drivers and impediments in the socioeconomic 
environment and participate in discussions on how to meet 
monitoring challenges. 
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Making the Case – Building Bridges between Water and Media

Convenors: UN-Water Decade Programme on Advocacy and Communication (UNW-DPAC), Stockholm International Water 
Institute (SIWI) and Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC)

The CEO Water Mandate Update and 
Feedback Session

Convenors: United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) and 
the Pacific Institute

This event aims to inform World Water Week delegates about 
the CEO Water Mandate – a UNGC corporate water steward-
ship initiative. The Mandate Secretariat, endorsing companies, 
and key stakeholders will share information and get feedback 
regarding the initiative’s core objectives, current and planned 
activities, and accomplishments to date.

EU Water Initiative Multi Stakeholder 
Forum

Convenor: European Commission (EC)

The EUWI is a commitment by the EU towards achieving the 
MDG targets on water and sanitation, and is implemented 
through strategic regional partnerships. The Multi Stakeholder 
Forum is the advisory body of the EUWI and mobilises part-
ners from governments, donors, civil society, water users and 
the industry. The meeting consists of an interactive dialogue to 
review progress and discuss the way forward.

Seminars: Thursday Morning

What role can media play in improving water quality and sanita-
tion? What challenges are connected to reporting on water? How 
can the water community better frame the issues? Through this 

interactive session experts, stakeholders and journalists have the 
opportunity to discuss and share experiences. The seminar also 
features the WASH Media Award ceremony.

Ph
ot

o:
	A

rju
n	

Ka
rt

ha
/S

XC



41

Side Events: Thursday Lunch

Research Project on Water and Food 
Security Issues in the Mediterranean 
Region

Convenor: Water Observatory of the Fundacion M. Botin 
(MBF-WO)

The goals and methodology (ethical aspects, extended water 
footprint and groundwater role) of the project Water and Food 
Security in the Mediterranean will be presented by the MBF-
Water Observatory members and partners (www.fundacionmbo-
tin/agua). Aims of the side event will be to generate discussion, 
seek inputs and recruit potential partners.

The Rights to Water and Sanitation: 
Legal Obligations, Practical 
Contributions 

Convenors: UN Independent Expert on the Issue of Human 
Rights Obligations Related to Access to Safe Drinking Water 
and Sanitation, German Technical Cooperation (GTZ), 
Church of Sweden and Swedish Water House (SWH)

Practitioners frequently query what difference human rights 
makes. This side event aims to demonstrate why human rights 
are central to interventions concerning water and sanitation. Not 
only do they give rise to legally binding obligations, but they 
also change the way of implementing interventions leading to 
more sustainable solutions.

UN Watercourses Convention – In 
Force by 2011
 
Convenors: World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), 
Conservation International (CI), Stockholm International 
Water Institute (SIWI), Global Water Partnership (GWP) 
Mediterranean and Green Cross
 
This high level ceremony will bring together a number of stake-
holders, with emphasis on the Mediterranean region, to track and 
celebrate progress in the ratification of the 1997 UN Watercourses 
Convention towards the target of entry into force by 2011.

Small Town Water Supply and 
Sanitation: Sustainability and Scale-up 
in Asia and Africa
 
Convenors: WaterAid, Building Partnerships for 
Development in Water and Sanitation (BPD) and The Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation
 
How can we learn from other sectors in shaping water and sanita-
tion delivery in small towns? This interactive side event reports 
on a 6-country study, asking participants to refine emerging 
tools for small town interventions. A key goal is to recognise 
the individualities of each small town, while having impact at 
scale. Come join in!
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The Human Right to Water and Water 
Quality: A Case Based Approach

Convenors: United Nations Education, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), Both ENDS and Swedish 
Water House (SWH)

This interactive session will focus on the human right to water 
and its specific implications for the management of water quality, 
by clarifying general legal obligations and by exploring a range 
of different cases in a range of different settings from three dif-
ferent continents, i.e. Ecuador, Indonesia and Spain. 

Seminars: Thursday Afternoon

Local Water Conflict and Cooperation – Implications for Water Governance

Convenors: Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS) in collaboration with Centro Agua (Bolivia), University 
of Bamako (Mali), Nitlapan (Nicaragua), Center for Agricultural Research and Ecological Studies (CARES), Center for 
Integrated Water Resources Management (ICIWaRM), International Water Management Institute (IWMI), Nordic Agency 
for Development and Ecology (NORDECO), International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) and DHI Water 
and Environment

Follow-up on Call to Action on WASH 
in Schools

Convenors: United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
WASH in Schools Partners

This session is designed to help development partners and se-
lected Government partners to work on strategies to engage 
with the Call to Action for WASH in Schools. In April 2010, 
international partners working in the WASH in Schools sector 
launched an advocacy campaign to call global decision makers 
to increase investments, plan and act in cooperation – so that 
all children go to a school with child-friendly water, sanitation 
facilities and hygiene education. 

The seminar explores the extent and nature of local water conflict 
and cooperation and its implications for water governance in 
the South. Presentations discuss the results of the Competing 

for Water programme, which has mapped local water con-
flict and cooperation in selected sites in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.
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Seminars: Thursday Afternoon

Water Safety Plan Development 
through Water Operators’ Partnerships 
Peer Support and Maximising 
Investment Benefits

Convenors: UN-HABITAT/Global WOPs Alliance and World 
Health Organization (WHO)
Co-convenors: International Water Association (IWA), 
Cap-Net, WSP Network in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(WSP-LAC/Net), United States Department of State, 
Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) 
and National Institute of Public Health, Japan

This seminar brings together water operators, regulators and do-
nors to highlight efforts to enhance the implementation of Water 
Safety Plans (WSPs) through water operators’ partnerships (WOPs) 
peer-to-peer support; by influencing governments to target funding 
for system improvements based on comprehensive risk assessments; 
and by integrating WSPs into sector investment strategies. 

Improving Water Governance at the River Basin Level: Key Governance and 
Technical Indicators

Convenors: Cap-Net, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), International Network of Basin Organizations 
(INBO), African Network of Basin Organisations (ANBO), Nile Basin Capacity Building Network in IWRM (Nile IWRM-
net), Latin America Capacity Building Network (LA-WETnet), AguaJaring, International Office for Water (OIEAU), Ecologic 
Institute and WaterNet

River Basin Organisations have an important role to play in 
advancing the IWRM approach. The seminar will explore key 
water governance issues at the river basin level including key 
performance indicators, financing and institutional arrange-

ments. Developing country experience will be presented from 
national and transboundary levels. A round-table discussion 
will provide in-depth experience sharing.

Improving Livelihoods and the 
Environment in Cotton Production

Convenor: World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), IKEA, 
Marks & Spencer (M&S) and Better Cotton Initiative (BCI)

The seminar will present a joint initiative by WWF, IKEA, M&S 
and BCI which builds the capacity of cotton farmers in India 
and Pakistan to address the environmental and livelihood issues 
associated with cotton production, which are also of concern to 
the BCI, and highlights the need for 'Better Cotton' to become 
a mainstream commodity.
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Side Events: Thursday Evening

Using Output-Based Aid for 
Sustainable Sanitation

Convenor: Global Partnership on Output-Based Aid 
(GPOBA)
Co-convenor: Water and Sanitation Program (WSP)

The side event will explore the potential use of output-based 
aid to increase access to sustainable sanitation. A framework 
paper on Output-Based Aid (OBA) in sanitation and specific 
OBA sanitation projects under development will be discussed. 
Presenters will also draw on experience with OBA in other sec-
tors (e.g. water, health, energy and telecoms).

Living with too much and too little 
Water in the Himalayan Region

Convenors: International Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD) and International Institute for 
Environment and Development (IIED)

In the Himalayan region people have adapted to water induced 
stress and hazards for generations. Two films from the hills of 
Nepal and the flood plains of Brahmaputra will be screened, 
showing how people respond to too much and too little water. 
Are these responses sustainable in the current world of rapid 
change? How can autonomous adaptation be supported to build 
resilient communities? 
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Closing Plenary Session: Friday Morning

The Closing Plenary session of the 2010 World Water Week will 
feature keynote speeches from distinguished guests, as well as a 
plenary discussion on the various outcomes from the week, high-
lighted in presentations by the World Water Week Rapporteurs. 
The Scientific Programme Committee of the World Water Week 
will also present the award for best workshop poster.

Regional perspectives

The keynote speakers, representing different regions, will high-
light the challenges and priorities they face and what they will 
bring back from the Week in order to advance the work in 
their region.

Reporting Back

The diversity of the topics and perspectives that are addressed 
and voiced over the course of the World Water Week presents a 

tremendous opportunity to generate new thinking, but it also 
makes a challenging task to highlight specific issues and to draw 
conclusions for further actions. Our approach for reporting back 
from the Week is to select a number of subthemes that each has 
an appointed World Water Week Rapporteur Team. Leading 
experts in the field take on the role of “Lead Rapporteurs” and 
guide each team to draw conclusions and elucidate what is new 
from relevant workshops, seminars and side events. 

During the reporting back segment at the Week’s Closing 
Plenary session, the Rapporteur teams present their findings in 
short presentations, and then engage the audience in a highly 
interactive moderated discussion allowing all participants to 
reflect upon their own conclusions and freshly gained knowledge 
from the Week. 

Visit www.worldwaterweek.org for the latest updates to the 
programme.

Closing Plenary Session

Ph
ot

o:
	M

ik
ae

l	U
llé

n/
SI

W
I



46

Prizes and Awards

The Swedish Baltic Sea Water Award
Tuesday 7 September, Afternoon

Since 1999 the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs has been 
awarding innovative work and new methods for improving 
the marine environment in the Baltic Sea with the Swedish 
Baltic Sea Water Award. This regional award of 250,000 sek 
is presented annually in appreciation of the dedicated work by 
individuals, companies, organisations and public authorities. 
The jury, representing the government, business, research and 
environmental organisations will be announcing the 2010 winner 
in June. The 2010 Swedish Baltic Sea Water Award Ceremony 
will be held on Tuesday afternoon September 7 in conjunction 
with the Baltic Sea Water Award Seminar – Regional Integra-
tion, Sustainable Development and Combating Eutrophication 
in our Common Sea Basin. 

The Stockholm Water Prize, celebrating its 20th anniversary, is 
regarded as the world’s most prestigious prize for outstanding 
achievement in water-related activities. The annual prize, which 
includes a usd 150,000 award and a crystal sculpture specially 
designed by Orrefors, honours individuals, institutions or or-
ganisations whose work contributes broadly to the conservation 
and protection of water resources and to improved health of the 
planet’s inhabitants and ecosystems. 

The Stockholm Water Prize will be awarded to Dr. Rita 
Colwell in Stockholm City Hall on Thursday September 9 in 
the presence of Their Majesties the King and Queen of Sweden. 
H.M. King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden, who is the Patron of the 
Prize, will present it the prize at an award ceremony followed by 
a Royal Banquet. Dr. Colwell, who is awarded the prize for her 
pioneering research on the prevention of waterborne infectious 
diseases, will deliver the annual Stockholm Water Prize Laureate 
lecture at the Opening Plenary Session of the Week.

Founders of the Stockholm Water Prize

The Founders of the Stockholm Water Prize are Swedish and international companies who strive to push sustainability forward 
in the water sector. The Founders of Stockholm Water Prize working in cooperation with the City of Stockholm are: Bacardi, Bo-
realis & Borouge, DuPont, Europeiska Insurance, Fujitsu, General Motors, Grundfos Management, Hewlett Packard, ITT Water 
& Wastewater, Kemira Water, KPMG Sweden, Läckeby Water, P&G, Ragn-Sells, Scandic, SAS, Siemens, SJ (Swedish Railways), 
Snecma, Uponor, Water Environment Federation and Ålandsbanken Sverige.

Stockholm Water Prize
Monday 6 September, Opening Plenary Session and Thursday 9 September, Evening
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Prizes and Awards

Stockholm Junior Water Prize
Tuesday 7 September, Evening

The Stockholm Junior Water Prize competition, open to young 
people of age 15-20, brings together bright young scientists from 
around the world to encourage their continued interest in water 
and the environment. Each year, thousands of participants in 
over 30 countries join national competitions for the chance to 
represent their nation at the international final held during the 
World Water Week in Stockholm.

The Stockholm Junior Water Prize projects will be on display 
in the exhibition area throughout the week. Each of the final-
ists will be interviewed by a jury of international experts, who 
decide on the winner announced at the Award Ceremony on 
Tuesday evening September 7. The international prize winner 
receives a usd 5,000 award and a blue crystal sculpture. H.R.H. 
Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden is the Patron of the Stock-
holm Junior Water Prize and will present it to the winner at the 
Award Ceremony. Ph
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The WASH Media Awards
Thursday 9 September, Morning

The WASH Media Awards recognises and supports the crucial 
role of the media in raising awareness of the importance of water, 
sanitation and hygiene services. It aims to help improve access 
to these services by having a positive influence on politicians, 
business persons, civil society representatives and individual 
citizens. First launched in 2002 by Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council (WSSCC), the awards are presented in 
collaboration with the Stockholm International Water Institute 
(SIWI). Seven prizes will be awarded during the ceremony that 
will be held in in conjunction with the seminar, Making the 
Case – Building Bridges between Water and Media, on Thursday 
morning September 9.

Stockholm Industry Water Award
Wednesday 8 September, Afternoon

The Stockholm Industry Water Award honours contributions by 
business and industry that improve the global water situation. It 
recognises and encourages innovation and leadership in sustain-
able development of the water sector. The prize was established 
in 2000 in collaboration with the Royal Swedish Academy 
of Engineering Sciences and the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development. The 2010 Stockholm Industry Water 
Award Ceremony will be held on Wednesday afternoon Septem-
ber 8 at the Stockholm International Fairs – Stockholmsmässan, 
followed by the Founders Business Seminar. This year’s Laureate 
will be announced in late May 2010.
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Social Events
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The 20th Anniversary World Water Week 
Dinner and Dance at the Vasa Museum
Wednesday 8 September, 19:00–24:00

The annual Dinner and Dance has established itself as one of the most 
anticipated gatherings for World Water Week participants. This year, 
for the 20th Anniversary, the Dinner and Dance will be held in the ship 
hall at the Vasa Museum. The Vasa is the world’s only surviving 17th 
century ship and one of the foremost tourist sites in the world. The Vasa 
Museum is located on the beautiful island of Djurgården in the heart 
of Stockholm. Join us on an unforgettable evening starting with a boat 
trip to the festivities. The temperature in the Vasa museum is +18 degrees 
Celsius and we recommend bringing a light jacket to wear indoors.

Price: 800 SEK, roundtrip transportation to Stockholm city 

centre provided.

The Mayor’s Reception
Monday 6 September, 19:30–21:30

The Lord Mayor of Stockholm, on behalf of the 
City of Stockholm, is pleased to hold the opening 
reception at the Stockholm City Hall for all World 
Water Week participants. Join your colleagues in 
Stockholm’s beautiful City Hall, with its imposing 
facades and National Romantic style inspired by the 
palaces of the Renaissance. 

Hosted by the City of Stockholm
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Field Visits

Creating a Sustainable City – The 
Stockholm Experience
Saturday 11 September, 09:00–13:00

Hammarby Sjöstad is a global icon of the “sustainable city” 
for the future. Located in a renewed former industrial area of 
Stockholm, the housing district has imposed strict environmental 
requirements on buildings, implemented cutting edge water, 
waste and energy recycling infrastructure and traffic systems. 
Hydrogen fuel cells, solar panels, biogas production and use, 
and underground waste transport systems are among the many 
innovations. Participants on the tour will see how a sustainable 
urban development strategy can improve the quality of life, the 
growth of companies and the international competitiveness of 
cities. 

Price: 450 SEK (lunch and transportation included)

Hosted by: GlasHus Ett

Käppala Wastewater Treatment Plant – Where the Stockholm Archipelago Begins
Saturday 11 September, 09:00–13:00

Lake Bornsjön Drainage Basin – IWRM 
in Practice
Saturday 11 September, 09:00–13:00

South of Stockholm, the Lake Bornsjön drainage basin exhibits 
not only exquisite scenery, but a rare experiment. For more than 
100 years, this area, which includes the lake, and surrounding 
forest and cultivated land, has been set aside as a water and nature 
reserve by the Stockholm Water Company. The reserve is rich in 
archaeological remains as well as natural beauty. On this field visit, 
the experienced guides of Lake Bornsjön will explain the careful 
management of this area and show practical examples that have 
bearing on water management for the whole region. This includes 
a wetlands project, agricultural practices and wildlife. The tour 
ends with a lunch at the picturesque Sturehof castle. 

Price: 450 SEK (lunch and transportation included)

Hosted by: Stockholm Water Company

The Käppala Wastewater Treatment Plant is situated in Käp-
pala, Lidingö, an island east of Stockholm in the inner part 
of the famous Stockholm Archipelago. It is one of the most 
effective wastewater treatment plants in the world. The total 
amount of treated water is about 50 million m3 per year. From 
raw sewage a number of usable products are produced such as 
biosolids used to fertilise farmland, biogas used as fuel in buses 
in the Stockholm area and cleaned water which is let out into 
the sea – a good example of a functioning recycling chain. Join 
us for a boatride from the city centre through the archipelago 
to Käppala and a guided tour of the plant.

Price: 450 SEK (lunch and transportation included)

Hosted by: Käppala Association
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SIWI and Ramboll invite participants at the World Water Week in 

Stockholm 2010 to take part in unique courses on international 

water management. The courses are open to all participants, 

with the expectation that they can share their own experiences 

in water and environmental management. 

Thursday, Friday 2-3 September 2010

1. Water negotiations role-play & theory (2 days)

 A multi-stakeholder negotiation simulating the formation of 

an international river commission, in which participants have 

to identify benefits and develop compromise solutions to a 

range of water management issues

2. River basin planning and water allocation (2 days)

 An existing river basin commission is tasked with planning 

the allocation of water resources in the basin, with the aim 

of maximising human well-being while also maintaining 

ecosystem integrity.

Cost:	SEK	4,800	per	person/course

Saturday 4 September 2010

3. International water law for practitioners (1 day)

 An accessible introduction to the key rules and principles 

of international law governing the conduct of States in the 

use, management and environmental protection of shared 

transboundary freshwaters, while outlining the formal legal 

sources and theoretical origins of such rules and principles

4. Benefit sharing in international basins (1 day)

 Benefit Sharing approaches hold the promise of facilitating 

positive-sum outcomes in situations of multiple competing 

demands for water. This module introduces a practical ap-

proach to the identification and the subsequent sharing of 

benefits, covering key theoretical concepts; complemented 

by a practical exercise.

Cost:	SEK	2,800	per	person/course

The fee covers course attendance, reading material (including 

the book Transboundary Water Management: Principles and 

Practice published by Earthscan), refreshments and lunch. Lim-

ited number of seats are available.

 

For more information and to register visit:

www.siwi.org/capacitybuilding	or	www.worldwaterweek.org

State-of-the-art Training on International Water 
Management
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General Information 

Organisers

The 2010 World Water Week in Stockholm is hosted and organised 

by the Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI). The Profes-

sional Congress Organiser is Congrex Sweden AB.

Venue and time

The 2010 World Water Week in Stockholm will take place Septem-

ber 5-11. The event will be held at the Stockholm International Fairs 

(Stockholmsmässan) in Älvsjö, which is located approximately 10 

minutes by car and public transport from the centre of Stockholm. 

Certain activities, such as the Stockholm Water Prize Award Cer-

emony, various social events and field visits, take place at other 

sites in Stockholm. These are indicated in this announcement.

The venue address is:

Stockholm International Fairs (Stockholmsmässan)

Mässvägen 1

SE-125 80 Älvsjö

Sweden

Phone: +46 8 749 41 00

Please visit www.stockholmsmassan.se for more information on 

the conference venue.

Language

The official language of the World Water Week is English, which will 

be used for all presentations and printed material. Simultaneous 

interpretation will not be available.

Registration

Registration is required to participate in the World Water Week. 

Please use the online registration at www.worldwaterweek.

org. Please note that registration for the various field visits and 

events will be confirmed upon payment on a “first come – first 

served” basis. 

Registration fees

Full Week Fee    SEK (incl. VAT)

Registration before June 30  5 900 (approx. 583 EUR)

Between July 1 to September 3 6 800 (approx. 672 EUR)

On-site     7 800 (approx. 771 EUR)

Student Fee    1 800 (approx. 178 EUR)

One Day Fee    SEK (incl. VAT)

Registration before June 30  1 500 (approx. 148 EUR)

Between July 1 to September 3 1 800 (approx. 178 EUR)

On-site     2 100 (approx. 208 EUR)

Student Fee        500 (approx. 49 EUR)

SEK	100	=	approx.	USD	13,5	/Euro	9,9	as	of	April	14,	2010.

The Full Week Fee entitles you to:

•	 Admittance	to	the	World	Water	Week

•	 Programme,	Abstract	Volume	and	other	documentation

•	 Mayor’s	Reception	at	the	City	Hall

•	 Swedish	Baltic	Sea	Water	Award	Ceremony

•	 Stockholm	Junior	Water	Prize	Award	Ceremony

•	 Stockholm	Industry	Water	Award	Ceremony

•	 WASH	Media	Award	Ceremony

•	 Daily	coffee/tea	breaks

•	 Public	Transportation	Card	
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Accompanying Persons’ Fee SEK 1 050

Accompanying person is limited to spouse or family member. The 

accompanying persons’ fee entitles:

•	Admittance	to	Opening	and	Closing	Plenaries

•	Mayor’s	Reception	at	the	City	Hall

•	Stockholm	Junior	Water	Prize	Award	Ceremony

•	Public	Transportation	Card

Please note: accompanying persons are not permitted to at-

tend workshops, seminars or side events during the World Water 

Week.

Lunch

Please note that lunches are not included in the registration fee. 

Different options for lunch will be available at the venue through 

the coffee shop or at the food court located in the main exhibition 

hall. Prepaid hot lunches will be served at the Parkside Restaurant 

and can be booked through the online registration form. The price 

is SEK 170 per lunch. 

The food served at Stockholm International Fairs is organic and 

certified by the Swedish and Nordic eco-labels KRAV and Swan. 

The coffee served is Fairtrade certified.

On-site registration

Registration on-site will take place at Stockholm International Fairs. 

The registration desk will be open:

Saturday 4 September 15:00 – 17:00

Sunday 5 September  08:00 – 19:00

Monday 6 September  08:00 – 19:00

Tuesday 7 September  08:00 – 18:00

Wednesday 8 September  08:00 – 18:00

Thursday 9 September 08:00 – 18:00

Friday 10 September 08:00 – 15:00

Payment

All payments should be made in Swedish Kronor (SEK) and made 

out	to:	Congrex	Sweden	AB	/1039	WWW.	Please	make	sure	that	

the participant’s name is clearly readable in order to ensure that 

the payment will be correctly registered. Payment should be 

submitted together with the online registration form, using one 

of the following:

1. Bank transfer in SEK to Congrex Sweden AB, Attn: World 

Water Week: 

 SHB (Svenska Handelsbanken)

 Box 7190, SE-103 88 Stockholm, Sweden

	 BIC/SWIFT-code:	HANDSESS

 Account no. 589 715 542

 IBAN no. SE48 6000 0000 0005 8971 5542 

2. Credit Cards: American Express, Eurocard, MasterCard and 

Visa. The credit cards may be used for all the costs on the 

registration form.

3. Bank Giro: 224-7021 (for Sweden only)

We regret that we are unable to accept personal, company or 

Euro cheques.

The conference secretariat will not be responsible for identify-

ing funds transferred directly into the accounts when the name 

of the participant or invoice number is not mentioned, nor will 

the conference secretariat accept charges of bank fees associated 

with the transfer.

Cancellation

Cancellation of registration must be made in writing and sent to 

Congrex Sweden AB. Cancellation of registration will be accepted 

until July 21, 2010 up to which date the total amount will be re-

funded less a cancellation fee of SEK 300. For cancellations after 

July 21, 2010 we regret that no refunds can be made. Alterations 

to your booking must be made in writing and sent to Congrex 

Sweden AB by fax, post or e-mail.
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Stockholm City Map
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Insurance and liability

The organisers cannot accept liability for personal injuries sus-

tained, or for loss of or damage to property belonging to par-

ticipants (or their accompanying person), either during or as a 

result of the World Water Week’s activities. All participants are 

recommended to hold a personal insurance for any personal 

damages or losses.

Accommodation

The Conference organiser, Congrex can assist you in booking your 

accommodation through the online registration form. Congrex 

will confirm your reservation when they receive your registration 

form and hotel deposit. The deposit will be deducted from your 

hotel bill upon check in. Any remaining costs are to be settled by 

you directly with the hotel. Congrex will operate on a “first come 

–	first	served”	basis	with	incoming	requests.	You	are	advised	to	

register at your earliest convenience. If a preferred hotel is fully 

booked, Congrex reserves the right to book another alternative. 

The deadline for hotel reservations is July 21 after which Congrex 

cannot guarantee available rooms or reduced rates. After this date, 

bookings are subject to availability.

Hotels

Five-Star Hotels

Prices in SEK/Night   Single Double 

Radisson Blue Royal Viking Hotel 1 795 1 895 

Four-Star Hotels

Prices in SEK/Night   Single Double 

Freys Hotel   1 890  2 090 

Rica Hotel Kungsgatan   1 595 2 045 

Rica Hotel Stockholm   1 595 2 045 

Rica Talk Hotel   1 495 1 745 (std)

    1 695 1 945 (sup)

First Hotel Royal Star   1 280 1 530 

Three-Star Hotels

Prices in SEK/Night   Single  Double 

Lilla Rådmannen   1 490 1 690 

Hotell Älvsjö   1 145 1 445

Connect Hotel Stockholm     895    895

Not Classified Hotels

Prices in SEK/Night   Single  Double 

Scandic Continental   1 890 1 990 

Scandic Sergel Plaza   1 790 1 890 

Scandic Norra Bantorget  1 590 1 690 

Comfort	Hotel	Stockholm	 	 1	435		 	n/a	

Scandic Hotels are eco-labelled with the Swan, the official Nordic 

eco-label and therefore recommended. Official charges are subject 

to change without notice. If you wish to book accommodation 

yourself,	one	option	is:	http://www.stockholmtown.com.

Hotel Inquiries and cancellation

Cancellation of hotel must be made in writing and sent to Congrex 

Sweden AB. Cancellation of hotel will be accepted until July 21, 

2010 up to which date the total amount will be refunded less a 

cancellation fee of SEK 300. For cancellations after July 21, 2010 

we regret that no refunds can be made. Alterations to your book-

ing must be made in writing and sent to Congrex Sweden AB by 

fax, post or e-mail.

Youth hostels

Youth	hostels	are	another	boarding	option	in	Stockholm.	Prices	

range from SEK 180–550 per night and per bed, in shared rooms, 

with common facilities and excluding breakfast (single and double 

rooms might also be available). As no prereservations are possible 

through Congrex, you are advised to contact the youth hostels 

directly. The following youth hostels are located close to public 

transport and within easy reach of the Central Railway Station.

City Backpackers Hostel

Address: Upplandsgatan 2 A, Stockholm

Phone: +46 8 20 69 20; Fax: +46 8 10 04 64

Email: info@citybackpackers.se

www.citybackpackers.org

Ph
ot

o:
	M

ik
ae

l	U
llé

n/
SI

W
I



55

Hostel Bed & Breakfast

Address: Rehnsgatan 21, Stockholm

Phone: +46 8 15 28 38; Fax: +46 8 612 62 56

Email: info@hostelbedandbreakfast.com

www.hostelbedandbreakfast.com

Fridhemsplan Vandrarhem/hostel

Address: St Eriksgatan 20, Stockholm

Phone: +46 8 653 88 00, Fax: +46 8 653 89 20

Email: info@fridhemsplan.se

www.fridhemsplan.se

Visa information

Participants requiring a visa for entry to Sweden are strongly 

advised to make their application in their home country at least 

two months before the intended date of travel. Please contact 

your nearest Swedish Embassy or Consulate or your travel agency 

for more information. Those who do not fly directly to Sweden 

should note that you may need a transit visa for some countries 

in order to continue your travel to Sweden. 

If a letter of invitation is needed for the visa application, Congrex 

Sweden AB can send this upon request after you have registered 

for the World Water Week and the payment for the registration fee 

and hotel deposit has been received (see page 57 for Congrex 

Sweden AB contact). 

The letter of invitation does not represent a commitment on the 

part of the Organisers to provide financial support. The deadline 

to request an invitation letter for use in seeking a visa is August 

2, 2010. For a list of Embassies and Consulates, please visit the 

website:	http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/5616.

Welcome desk

A World Water Week welcome and information desk will be located 

in the arrival hall of Terminal 5 at Arlanda Airport. The desk will 

be located close to the Arlanda Visitor Center.

Travel to Stockholm by train

Trains arrive at the Central Railway Station, which is situated in the 

centre of the city and in close proximity to most of the pre-booked 

hotels and the commuter train to the conference venue.

Travel from Stockholm Arlanda Airport to the Central 

Railway Station in Stockholm

1. Arlanda Express Train

From Arlanda Airport there is an express link connection to Stock-

holm City and the Central Railway Station. The journey takes 

20 minutes, and a one-way ticket costs SEK 221 if you make a 

prereservation on the online registration form (ordinary price SEK 

240). Please note that tickets for the Arlanda Express train can be 

purchased on the online registration form. 
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2. Bus

From Arlanda Airport there is a direct bus connection to the Central 

Railway Station in Stockholm. The journey takes about 40 minutes 

and costs SEK 119 (as of April 2010). The bus leaves every 10 

minutes from Arlanda Airport during peak hours.

3. Taxi

Trips to and from Arlanda airport should cost approximately SEK 

500 each way (as of April 2010). The trip takes about 40 minutes. 

Recommended taxi companies, with a set price, include “Taxi 

Stockholm,” “Taxi Kurir” and “Taxi 020”. Be sure to check the 

price with the driver in advance. Major credit cards are accepted 

for payment.

Travel from Stockholm Arlanda Airport to Stockholms-

mässan in Älvsjö

A one-way taxi trip between Stockholmsmässan and Arlanda 

Airport should cost no more than approximately SEK 650 (as of 

April 2010).

Travel from the Central Railway Station in Stockholm to

Stockholmsmässan in Älvsjö

Public Transportation in Stockholm

From the Central Railway Station you can reach the conference 

venue by commuter train in 10 minutes. Take the commuter train 

on platforms (spår) 13 and 14 to Älvsjö station. Traveler cards which 

entitle you to use Stockholm’s public transportation system are 

included in the participant fee for the days you are registered, and 

will be handed out at the on-site registration desk for delegates 

and accompanying persons. The card entitles you to unlimited 

travel by subway, bus and commuter train within the whole of 

Stockholm	County,	except	for	travel	to/from	the	airport.	

When you go to Stockholmsmässan in Älvsjö from the Central 

Railway Station the first time, your World Water Week confirma-

tion letter will serve as a single ticket. It is valid on the commuter 

train throughout the week. Please present your letter at the ticket 

counter.

Credit cards

Most hotels, restaurants, taxis and shops in Stockholm accept 

major credit cards.

Banking and exchange facilities

There are a number of exchange offices in Stockholm, for instance 

at the Central Railway Station, open daily 07:00–21:00. Ask the 

concierge at your hotel for the location and opening hours of the 

exchange office closest to your hotel. At Arlanda Airport you will 

find the exchange offices at terminals 2 and 5. There is a bank 

office and an ATM in the entrance hall of Stockholmsmässan.

Calculate your carbon emissions

As part of our ongoing effort to promote sustainable develop-

ment and to facilitate inspired actions, World Water Week invites 

all participants to calculate their event related carbon emissions 

and invest in carbon offsetting projects. To offset your emissions 

online,	and	to	learn	more,	please	visit	Climate	Care	at	http://www.

myclimate.org/en.html
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2010 World Water Week Secretariat

The Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) organises and 

hosts the World Water Week in Stockholm. The World Water Week 

Secretariat is comprised of:

•	 Ms.	Cecilia	Martinsen,	Director,	World	Water	Week	and	Water	

Prizes

•	 Prof.	Jan	Lundqvist,	Chair,	Scientific	Programme	Committee

•	 Ms.	Katarina	Andrzejewska,	Project	Manager

•	 Mr.	Michael	Moore,	Project	Manager

•	 Ms.	Rosanna	Ricciuti,	Project	Officer

•	 Ms.	Elin	Weyler,	Project	Officer

•	 Ms.	Britt-Louise	Andersson,	Acting	Communications	Director

Contact the organisers

Registration, hotel, travel and visa information:

2010	World	Water	Week/	Congrex	Sweden	AB

PO Box 5619

114 86 Stockholm, Sweden

Phone: +46 8 459 66 00, Fax: +46 8 661 91 25

Email: worldwaterweek@congrex.com 

World Water Week Secretariat

Stockholm International Water Institute

Drottninggatan 33

SE-111 51 Stockholm, Sweden

Phone: +46 8 522 139 60, Fax: +46 8 522 139 61

Email: secretariat.www@siwi.org

During the World Water Week, September 5-11:

Stockholm International Fairs (Stockholmsmässan)

Dresscode

The weather in Stockholm at this time of the year is usually cool 

with temperatures between 10 and 15 degrees Celsius; showers 

may occur. Business attire is recommended. Those participants 

attending the Dinner and Dance at the Vasa Museum are recom-

mended to bring a light jacket to wear indoors as the temperature 

in the Museum is +18 degrees Celsius.

Towards a more sustainable World Water Week 

The Stockholm International Water Institute is committed to im-

proving the way we organise the World Water Week and to reduce 

its impact on the environment. In partnership with our profes-

sional conference organiser, Congrex, and the conference venue, 

Stockholmsmässan, a number of initiatives are in place:

•	 Ecolabeled	Hotels

•	 Refillable	water	bottles

•	 Fair-trade	and	Organically	Produced	Food	and	Drinks	

•	 Public	Transportation	within	Stockholm	

•	 Recycling	at	the	Conference	Venue	

•	 Carbon	Offsetting	Opportunities
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Registration Information EU Water Initiative Multistakeholder Forum

The EU Water Initiative Multistakeholder Forum will take place September 9, 2010. Please observe that if you are not registered 

to the World Water Week you need to make a separate registration for the EU Water Initiative Multistakeholder Forum. Contact 

euwi@siwi.org to receive further information. 

A registration for the EU Water Initiative Multistakeholder Forum does not entitle you to participate at other World Water Week 

events. If you wish to participate in World Water Week please use the registration form online at www.worldwaterweek.org.

Venue

The EU Water Initiative Multistakeholder Forum will take place at the Stockholm International Fairs.

Letter of Invitation EUWI

For visa purposes you may request a letter of invitation from Congrex Sweden AB. However, the participant must be registered 

for the EU Water Initiative Multistakeholder Forum. The letter of invitation is not a commitment on the part of the Organisers to 

provide financial support.
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2010 World Water Week Supporters and Sponsors

Photo: EdelPix
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World Water Week in Stockholm 

Building Capacity – Promoting Partnership – Reviewing Implementation 

The World Water Week in Stockholm, organised by the Stockholm International 
Water Institute, is the leading annual global meeting place for capacity-building, 
partnership-building and follow-up on the implementation of international 
processes and programmes in water and development. It includes topical 
plenary sessions and panel debates, scientific workshops, independently 
organised seminars and side events, exhibitions and festive prize ceremonies 
honouring excellence in the water field. Stockholm is the meeting place for 
experts from businesses, governments, the water management and science 
sectors, inter-governmental organisations, non-governmental organisations, 
research and training institutions and United Nations agencies. 

www.worldwaterweek.org   •   www.siwi.org

Second Announcement and Call for Registration

www.worldwaterweek.org


