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Water governance:
creating quality with 
complexity

Willem Ligtvoet
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Developing adaptive strategies: four major challenges 

- Horizontal integration
Water is a cross-sectoral issue cutting across different policy sectors

- Vertical integration
Interaction and coordination across different government levels

- Dealing with uncertainty
Important role of science in the governance of water/adaptation

- Involvement of many stakeholders
Consequence of emancipation and development of network society 
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International

National

Provincial/Regional

Municipal/Local

Interaction between government levels

Policy

Science Society

Dealing with
uncertainty

Interaction with
stakeholders

Network governance 
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Integration and innovation in planning and design

present future

Power of planning
and design:
- national
- regional
- local

Integration:
- economic development

- quality living environment

- climate proofing

Creating
Quality



5

Water Governance Centre

- Interesting initiative in an interesting time

- Can contribute to capacity building, developing tools and building up 
knowledge base

- Success will depend on mission, focus and clear positioning

How to create quality in a complex environment

and

Climate proofing is a quality of spatial development 


