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In Bangladesh, solar-powered floating schools 
are turning the front lines of climate change into 
a community of learning. As the water steals the 
land, one man’s vision is re-casting the rising  
rivers as channels of communication —  
and transforming lives. 

In Bengali, “easy like water” trans-
lates roughly to “piece of cake.” 
The irony is that in Bangladesh — 
with 150 million people in a country 
the size of Iowa — water poses 
a relentless threat. With stronger 
cyclones and accelerating glacier 
melt upstream, flooding may cre-
ate 20 million “climate refugees” 
by 2030. India is already building 
walls to keep them out. 

But Mohammed Rezwan, an 
architect by training, has conjured 
up the equivalent of environmen-
tal Jujitsu, harnessing the power 
of water to educate and unify the 
community. The film will focus on 
his innovative efforts to adapt to 
the effects of global warming. With 
a fleet of 88 boats and internet-
connected computers powered 
by the sun, his project is bringing 
education to rural Bangladeshis, 
including many girls who have 
never had access to school before. Mohammed Rezwan: “Because we don’t 

have enough land, people have to live on 
water in some way.”



An incentive to send daughters to school: 
students come home with solar-charged lamps, 
replacing costly kerosene.

This feature-length documentary 
will dramatically demonstrate how, 
as rising waters threaten to create 
millions of refugees worldwide, cli-
mate change is becoming the grav-
est human rights challenge of our 
time. Yet Easy Like Water offers 
hope: it is an inspiring story of local 
people creating resilient strategies 
with appropriate technology. Its 
message of tenacity and action will 
galvanize audiences. 

Rezwan sees Bangladesh’s fu-
ture, and it will float. He has ex-
tended the concept to offer a host 
of other services, from clinics to 
adult education. Plans are in the 
works for vegetable gardens and 
entire villages that float. But as the 
waters rise, can one man make a 
difference? 

The threat of rising waters is not 
limited to the developing world: 
due to increasing flooding in Hol-
land, the Dutch are designing “am-
phibious” buildings. A recent study 
indicated the Atlantic seaboard 
of the U.S. could see a four-foot 
increase by 2100. 

Bangladesh has a tiny carbon 
footprint. It is us – the people of 
the industrialized world – who are 
contributing to global warming. And 
while this story may seem far away 
now, the oceans are all connected. 
Their future is ours as well.

Onboard, students use solar-powered 
computers to go online.
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Glenn Baker has produced more 
than 40 documentaries broadcast 
on PBS exploring global security 
issues. He produced and directed 
“Stand Up: Muslim American Com-
ics Come of Age” for the PBS se-
ries “America at a Crossroads” in 
2008, and was Executive Producer 
for Azimuth Media for the FRONT-
LINE program “Missile Wars.”  His 
productions on underrepresented 
groups, the military/media relation-
ship, Cuba, conflict prevention, 
nuclear weapons, and firearms 
violence have been recognized 
with more than a dozen national 
awards.  He founded Potomac 
Media Works in 2006.  

Stephen Sapienza is an award-
winning documentary video pro-
ducer and reporter who has cov-
ered a wide range of vital global 
issues, including the HIV crisis in 
Haiti, sex workers in the Dominican 
Republic, child soldiers in Sierra 
Leone, the Cuban military, and 
landmine survivors in Cambodia. In 
2008 he received the Ruth Adams 
Award for reporting on dwindling 
water supplies in Asia. In 2002, 
he produced “Deadlock: Russia’s 
Forgotten War” for CNN Presents, 
a documentary that won a CINE 
Golden Eagle award.


